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It  aims  to  be  a  favorite  in  every  family — 
looked  for  eagerly  by  the  young  folks,  and  read 
with  interest  by  the  older.  Its  purpose  is  to 
interest  while  it  amuses  ;  to  be  judicious, 
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Introduction 
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practical,  sensible,  and  to  have  really  perma¬ 
nent  worth,  while  it  attiacts  for  the  hour. 
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EDITORIAL 

— This  number  completes  the  fourth 
volume  of  The  Augsburg  Teacher. 
We  give  as  usual  a  carefully  prepared 
Index  with  Title  Page,  for  binding  in 
a  permanent  volume.  We  do  not  es¬ 
timate  the  worth  of  the  Teacher  by 
its  subscription  price,  and  hope  nobody 
else  does.  If  all  knew  the  time,  pa¬ 
tience,  investigation  and  labor  in¬ 
volved  in  preparing  and  issuing  this 
monthly  visitor,  they  would  esteem  it 
too  highly  to  let  it  pass  out  of  mind 
and  out  of  hand  into  the  waste  pile 
when  its  specific  work  is  done.  These 
four  volumes  could  well  be  bound  in 
two  books,  at  less  than  one  dollar  each, 
which  would  be  valuable  for  reference 
and  useful  additions  to  the  household 
library  or  that  of  the  Pastor  or  other 
Bible  student. 

— We  have  for  some  time  been  bus¬ 
ily  engaged  in  preparing  for  publica¬ 
tion  the  “Augsburg  Lesson  Book” 
(semi-annual),  for  next  year,  whose 
appearance  is  looked  for  about  the 
same  time  as  this  number  reaches  our 
readers.  Our  time  being  thus  occu¬ 
pied,  we  had  again  to  look  for  a  helper 
in  the  current  work  for  the  Sunday- 
schools.  Rev.  Eli  Huber,  pastor  of 
Messiah  Lutheran  church,  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  came  most  opportunely  to  our 
assistance,  and  undertook  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  both  Leaves  and  Comments  for 


BREVITIES. 

this  month.  It  was  no  small  relief  to 
be  thus  assisted,  and  we  desire  to  ex¬ 
press  the  gratitude  we  feel,  and  that 
our  readers  may  give  due  credit  to 
Brother  Huber  for  the  work  he  has 
done. 

— The  Lesson  Book  is  intended  to 
meet  the  views  of  those  who  think  the 
single  “Leaf”  is  too  perishable  and 
easily  lost  to  meet,  in  the  best  manner, 
the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended. 
Hence  we  give  the  lessons  for  six 
months  bound  together,  with  “  Brief 
Notes”  more  extended,  for  the  use  of 
the  scholars,  and  accompanied  by  chro¬ 
nological  charts,  dictionary  of  persons 
and  places,  and  selections  of  hymns 
both  with  and  without  the  music  at¬ 
tached.  And  all  this  is  offered  by  our 
energetic  Superintendent  for  six  cents 
a  copy  / 

— The  “  National  Temperance  So¬ 
ciety  and  Publication  House,”  58  Reed 
St.,  New  York,  of  which  J.  N.  Stearns 
is  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Pub¬ 
lishing  Agent,  is  very  wide  awake  in  its 
particular  sphere,  and  doubtless  accom¬ 
plishes  much  good.  The  National 
Temperance  Advocate  is  published 
monthly  at  $1  per  annum,  and  is  full 
of  intelligence  from  all  the  states  on 
the  temperance  work.  It  is  bravely 
outspoken,  and  though  now  and  then 
we  might  not  agree  with  all  its  argu- 
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merits,  yet  we  most  cordially  bid  it 
God-speed  in  seeking  to  destroy  the 
destroyer  of  the  land.  What  are  the 
ravages  of  yellow  fever,  compared  with 
those  of  the  demon  of  drink?  Temper¬ 
ance  literature  should  find  a  place  in 
every  Sunday-school  library  ;  schools 
ordering  books  should  specify  some  of 
this  character  as  among  the  requisites. 
The  Youth' s  Temperance  Banner  is 
a  beautiful  illustrated  child’s  paper,  in 
whose  circulation  we  should  rejoice. 
The  copies  may  be  had  for  $1.35  per 
annum. 

— We  endorse  what  our  colleague  of 
“News  and  Notes’’  says  about  The 
Sunday  Guest  the  latest  fruit  of  Pastor 
Wenner’s  diligent  devising  for  the 
people’s  good.  We  have  also  received 
the  first  number  of  a  beautiful  little 
paper  for  the  little  children,  called 
The  Seed-Sower,  published  by  Rev.  W. 
Ashmead  Schaeffer,  of  Germantown. 
It  is  not  intended  to  supplant,  but  only 
to  supplement,  existing  publications. 
Of  course  we  must  always  be  under¬ 
stood,  in  commending  such  enterprises, 
to  do  so  not  as  over  against,  but  in 
connection  with,  our  own  Sunday-school 
publications. 

— “  The  International  Lesson  Hymn¬ 
al’’  is  the  title  of  a  new  music  book 
edited  and  published  by  David  C. 
Cook,  of  Chicago.  It  is  adapted  to 
the  lessons  for  next  year,  and  the  words 
and  music  have  been  gathered  from 
various  sources,  and  subjected  to  criti¬ 
cism  and  competition  before  a  number 
of  persons,  ministers  and  laymen, 
called  the  Bureau  of  S.  S.  Music  and 
Poetry.  The  Lutheran  Observer  in¬ 
forms  us  that  Dr.  Swartz,  of  Harris¬ 
burg,  received  the  first  prize  for  the 
best  poem  on  the  lessons  for  the  year. 
An  article  from  his  pen,  describing  and 
commending  the  Hymnal  appears  else¬ 
where.  The  copy  we  received  from 


the  publishers  has  met  with  commenda¬ 
tion  from  musical  friends  to  whom  we 
have  referred  it.  Just  now  one  at  our 
side  says,  “  I  think  this  is  a  real  good 
thing  !”  At  the  same  time  we  are  free 
to  say  that  no  songs  or  music  can  take 
the  place  of  our  standard  church 
hymns  and  tunes,  one  of  which  should 
be  sung  at  every  Sunday-school  service. 
A  selection  of  such  church  hymns  is 
found  in  our  own  Lesson  Book,  just 
coming  out.  But  still  there  is  room 
for  such  a  book  as  the  “  International 
Hymnal,”  and  its  cheapness,  along  with 
its  merits,  commends  it. 


TO  OUR  PATRONS. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Lutheran 
Publication  LLouse,  No.  42  North  Ninth 
street,  Philadelphia,  announces  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

1 .  In  every  package  of  Lesson  Leaves 
for  December  we  ivill  send  a  SPECI¬ 
MEN  copy  of  the  LESSON  BOOK. 
Please  examine  it. 

2.  All  those  Sunday-schools  that  wish 
to  introduce  it  should  give  IMMEDIATE 
NOTICE.  We  believe  it  will  recom¬ 
mend  itself  to  every  superintendent  and 
teacher. 

3.  If  you  have  paid  for  the  Lesson 
Leaves  for  the  whole  or  part  of  1 8  79,  and 
wish  to  introduce  the  LESSON  BOOK, 
we  will  cancel  your  subscription  to  the 
Leaves  and  allow  you  credit  on  the 
Lesson  Book  subscription  for  the  amount 
due  you. 

This  will  put  all  our  patrons  in  po¬ 
sition  to  commence  with  the  Lesson  Book 
on  fanuary  1,  1879,  without  a7iy  loss  to 
them,  although  considerable  trouble  and 
work  for  us. 

4.  To  make  the  changes  as  above 
stated  we  should  have  the  notification  be¬ 
fore  December  12. 

5.  The  price  of  subscription  to  the 
Lesson  Book  is  $12.00  a  hundred  fa- 
year,  or  $6. 00  a  hundred for  six  months , 
postage  prepaid.  The  cheapest  Lesson 
Book  for  its  size  and  contents  extant  ! 
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INTERNATIONAL  LESSON  HYMNAL. 


BY  REV.  JOEL  SWARTZ,  D.  D. 


Our  order  of  Sunday-school  hymns, 
set  to  good  and  suitable  music  and 
adapted  to  the  Internation  Series  of 
Lessons,  is  a  desideratum  so  obvious 
that  it  needs  but  be  hinted  in  order  to 
command  assent.  It  is  manifestly  de¬ 
sirable  that  so  far  as  can  be,  a  strong 
and  definite  impression  of  the  truth 
taught  in  the  lesson  should  be  made 
upon  the  mind  of  the  scholar,  and  to 
this  end  every  part  of  the  service  con¬ 
nected  with  the  teaching  of  it,  should 
have  some  close  and  helpful  relation. 
It  would  be  very  unfortunate  if  the 
mind  of  the  pupil  should  be  distracted 
by  the  singing  of  hymns  in  connection 
with  the  lesson  which  only  served  to 
divide,  distract  and  thus  weaken  the 
force  of  the  one  great  thought  which  it 
was  the  object  of  the  hour  to  impress. 
Especially,  therefore,  is  it  desirable 
that  the  hymns  of  the  school  should 
be  in  consent  with  the  particular  lesson 
taught.  All  will  admit  this  who  have 
reflected  that  the  hymns  of  childhood 
and  youth  deeply  and  readily  impress 
themselves  upon  the  mind  and  heart. 
If,  when  the  lesson  has  been  made  clear 
to  the  understanding,  it  be  followed  up 
by  such  conceptions  of  its  spirit  and 
i  power  as  the  true  poet  can  express  in  a 
i  hymn  and  as  the  true  musician  can  ap 
ply  to  song,  it  cannot  fail  to  produce 
an  impression  upon  the  hearts  of  the 
i1  young. 

Several  difficulties,  however,  stand 
in  the  way  of  thus  unifying  the  teach- 
I  ing  and  the  singing.  Who  will  versify 
the  central  truth  and  who  will  write  the 
music  ?  Moreover,  as  a  new  lesson 
I  comes  up  every  Sunday,  how  could  the 
young  be  taught  to  sing  the  new  hymns 
which  might  be  thus  provided  ?  Who 
i  could  be  induced  to  publish  a  book 
which  should  meet  these  requirements? 
The  enterprise  which  has  given  us  such 
a  multitude  of  most  excellent  com¬ 
ments,  illustrations  and  lesson  helps,  is 
fully  able  to  meet  this  demand  also. 
And  the  industry  which  can  master 
these  and  use  them  in  teaching  could 
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also  master  the  hymns  and  tunes  that 
might  be  needed  by  this  improved 
method. 

The  whole  service  here  alluded  to 
has,  at  least,  called  forth  one  attempt. 
I  have  just  had  placed  in  my  hands  an 
“  International  Lesson  Hymnal  for 
1879.”  It  is  issued  from  Chicago  and 
published  by  a  very  active  and  practical 
Sunday-school  worker,  who  seems  to 
have  very  clearly  apprehended  the 
need  of  such  a  hymnal,  and  has  made, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  writer,  a  most 
admirable  provision  to  meet  that  need 
in  the  book  named.  By  means  of  lib¬ 
eral  prizes  the  publisher  of  the  book 
was  successful  in  enlisting  the  best 
Sunday-school  talent  in  the  work  of 
composing  music  and  words.  The 
compositions  thus  secured  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  able  and  impartial  judges 
who  tested  their  merit  in  the  most  thor¬ 
ough  manner,  and  only  those  pieces 
which  were  deemed  truly  meritorious 
were  accepted  and  put  into  the  hymnal. 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted  by  all  com¬ 
petent  critics  who  will  thoroughly  ex¬ 
amine  both  words  and  music  of  this 
new  book,  that  it  is  an  improvement 
upon  the  most,  if  not  all,  the  many 
Sunday-school  hymn  and  tune  books 
now  in  use. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  assert,  what 
would  be  venturing  a  good  deal,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  its  way  equal  to  it, — 
but  for  adaptation  to  its  specific  end — 
as  a  hymnal  for  the  year  1879 — it  is 
worthy  of  high  praise  and  abundant 
patronage.  Yet,  whilst  closely  adapted 
to  the  lessons  of  this  particular  year,  it 
is  nevertheless  so  general  in  its  purpose 
and  aim  as  to  be  of  permanent  value  and 
utility.  I  think  it  will  be  found  accept¬ 
able  in  the  family  and  in  the  prayer¬ 
meeting  and  thus  become  a  favorite  in 
domestic  and  social  worship. 

In  thus  commending  this  book, no  one 
will  suspect  the  writer  of  this  notice  as 
having  a  farthing  of  interest  in  its  pub¬ 
lication  and  sale.  He  only  wishes  to 
invite  attention  to  an  effort  in  a  direc- 
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tion  which  all  who  appreciate  the  power  ,  to  sing  and  teach  in  the  unity  and  har- 
of  song  as  an  auxiliary  to  instruction  i  mony  of  one  great  truth  and  strong  im- 
will  delight  to  see  succeed.  Let  us  try  I  pression  at  a  single  time. 


THE  WEEK  DAY  WORK  OF  THE  TEACHER. 


It  is  a  common  opinion  among  I 
teachers  that  when  the  weekly  lesson  j 
has  been  taught,  responsibility  ends, 
and  there  is  then  no  week  day  work 
beyond  the  preparation  of  the  next  J 
lesson.  There  is,  however,  another 
phase  of  duty,  not  inferior  nor  sub¬ 
ordinate,  but  co  ordinate  and  supple¬ 
mentary  to  class  efforts;  a  work  which 
binds  pupils  and  teacher  together  in  a 
tender,  helpful  relation  of  friendship, 
which  carries  with  it  a  powerful  influ¬ 
ence — subtle,  quiet,  almost  unrecog¬ 
nized,  yet  strong  and  real. 

Next  to  the  mother,  the  faithful,  j 
loving,  thoughtful  teacher  can  be  the 
pupil’s  best  friend.  She  can  supply 
a  need  to  these  young,  eager,  enthusi¬ 
astic  souls  as  a  patient,  interested 
listener  to  all  little  (yet  to  them 
“great”)  incidents,  as  the  inspirer, 
encourager  and  practical  helper  in 
school  and  home  life.  If  the  slightest 
encouragement  is  offered  they  readily 
and  joyously  accept,  and  the  wise, 
sympathizing,  every-day  friend,  has  an 
added  influence  in  the  spiritual  counsel 
on  the  Sabbath.  Earnest,  anxious, 
loving  teacher,  open  your  heart  in 
friendship  to  those  whom  you  long  not 
only  to  lead  to  Christ,  but  to  build  up 
in  Christ,  and  the  work  will  be  sweeter  j 
and  more  effectual.  Invite  confidence, 
and  do  not  check  demonstrativeness 
when  it  can  be  made  to  strengthen 
influence. 

The  claims  of  such  a  friendship  are 
many,  and  we  must  be  careful  to  fulfill 
the  demands  of  so  sacred  a  bond,  so 
fraught  with  influence.  In  sickness, 
in  trouble,  in  affliction,  in  trial,  be  not 
tardy  in  offices  of  love.  Remember 
too,  that  youth  demands  pleasure  and 
enjoyment,  and  you  can  direct  them 
right,  educate  their  taste,  and  so  it 
would  be  well  to  plan  occasional 
pleasures  for  them.  You  can  invite 
them  to  your  home  to  tea,  to  spend 
an  afternoon  or  an  evening,  and  when 
there  let  there  be  sunshine — let  them 


J  see  the  joy  and  peace  and  happiness  of 
;  Christian  fellowship.  It  may  be  well 
to  go  with  them  on  little  excursions,  a 
private  picnic,  to  a  Zoological  Garden, 

J  an  exhibition  or  concert,  and  ever  by 
word  and  manner  and  action,  lead  them 
to  love  and  desire  a  Christian  life. 
Show  a  personal  sympathy  for  each  by 
remembering  individual  tastes  or  wishes 
and  referring  to  them  when  occasion 
offers;  an  occasional  letter  or  postal 
card  will  remind  them  that  you  think 
of  them  at  home,  and  it  is  full  of  joy  to 
them.  There  are  many  little  acts  of 
j  this  sort,  requiring  only  love  and  tact, 
which  have  untold  weight ;  young 
people  are  susceptible  to  these  loving 
thoughts  and  words — do  not  spare 
them,  but  let  them  be  increased  and 
multiplied. 

We  must  not  neglect  the  hardest, 
yet  the  most  important  duty — the  home 
visiting — the  calling  at  the  homes  of  the 
i  children.  This,  at  first,  seems  almost 
an  impossible  thing  to  many  teachers; 
they  recognize  its  worth,  its  call  as  a 
duty,  yet  shrink  from  it.  It  is  hard  to 
call  where  you  are  unknown,  and  it  is 
hard  to  call  any  place  in  this  capacity 
— so  it  seems ;  yet  practically  it  is  not 
at  all  hard.  A  firm  resolve  taken,  a 
time  determined  upon,  and  the  most 
trying  part  is  over.  In  such  cases,  it  is 
well  to  mention  to  the  child  when  you 
intend  to  call,  as  the  parent  may  be 
more  ready  to  receive  you.  As  a  rule, 
the  parents  will  be  glad  to  see  you, 
will  honor  your  visit,  and,  seeking  to 
entertain  you  most  pleasantly,  will 
pour  forth  stories  and  remarks  con¬ 
cerning  your  pupil.  That  is  just  what 
you  need  to  know,  the  nature  of  the 
child,  and  you  can  adapt  the  lesson  to 
its  nature,  secure  the  co-operation  of 
the  parents,  be  a  friend  to  that  home, 
and  you  can  speak  on  the  Sabbath  with 
greater  force.  No  labor  is  too  difficult, 
no  claim  is  too  great,  that  will  aid  in 
bringing  those  young  lives  to  him  who 
owns  them.  Puella. 
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THE  RIGHT  PITCH. 


A  very  difficult  thing  it  is  to  get — 
at  least  for  many  people.  Sometimes 
a  church  prayer-meeting  is  afflicted  by 
the  well-meant  endeavors  of  a  singing 
leader,  who  invariably  pitches  every 
tune  so  high  that  you  are  obliged  to 
screech  and  scream,  and  tear  your 
throat,  if  you  would  keep  him  com¬ 
pany. 

This,  in  one  sense,  may  be  lofty 
praise,  but  it  isn’t  lovely.  A  very  dif¬ 
ficult  thing  it  is  to  come  down,  and  if 
the  attempt  is  made,  it  is  apt  to  be 
pitched  so  low  that  only  a  basso  pro- 
fundo  can  touch  bottom.  We  remem¬ 
ber  with  gratitude  the  old-fashioned 
singing  master  and  his  tuning-fork,  to 
which  he  bent  his  head  affectionately, 
as  if  they  understood  one  another — and 
they  did — for  he  caught  from  its  vibra¬ 
tions  something  like  the  proper  pitch. 
Oh,  for  the  good  old  days  of  the  sing¬ 
ing-school  and  tuning-fork  ! 

A  like  embarrassment  attends  the 
preacher.  For  a  sermon  is  much  like  a 
song  in  this — that  much,  very  much, 
depends  upon  starting  off  in  the  proper 
key,  even  though  it  be  not  delivered  in 
a  sing-song  sort  of  way.  Sometimes 
he  discovers  to  his  dismay,  very  early 
in  the  sermon,  that  he  has  mounted  a 
very  “high  horse,”  and  a  very  fast 
horse  ;  and  he  cannot  rein  up,  and  like 
Nehemiah,  he  “cannot  come  down,” 
and  the  only  alternative  is  to  tear  right 
through,  at  whatever  cost  of  nerves  or 
lungs;  while  on  the  other  hand  it  is 
true  that  if  a  man  “hits  it  ”  just  right 
at  the  beginning,  the  whole  discourse 
flows  on  to  the  close  with  easy,  natural 
and  graceful  movement. 

What  is  true  of  the  song  and  the 
sermon,  is  equally  true  of  every  other 
form  of  religious  service.  Almost  every¬ 
thing  depends  upon  the  key-note  that 
is  struck  at  the  start.  At  our  Conven¬ 
tions  and  Associations,  how  frequently 
the  introductory  sermon  gives  tone  and 
color  to  all  the  subsequent  proceedings 

Who  does  not  know  how  much  de¬ 
pends,  at  any  ordinary  prayer-meeting, 
upon  the  key-note  that  is  sounded  by 
the  leader  of  the  meeting,  or  by  some 


one  else  that  may  be  called  upon  ?  It 
is  a  great  mistake  to  cail  first  upon  the 
sleepy-heads  and  blunder-heads,  with 
the  view  of  having  them  disposed  of, 
and  so  prepare  the  way  for  warmer 
work  towards  the  meeting’s  close — as 
great  a  mistake  as  to  undertake  to 
kindle  a  fire  with  green  wood,  and  save 
up  the  dry  wood  till  the  former  was  all 
ablaze. 

The  same  principle  applies  to  the 
conduct  of  the  services  of  our  Sunday- 
school  session.  It  is  a  matter  of  great 
moment  that  they  should  be  pitched 
in  the  proper  key.  It  is  commonly  a 
vain  thing  to  attempt  to  command  any 
sudden  solemnity  at  the  close,  if  there 
has  been  lightness  and  frivolity  at  the 
opening  of  the  school.  You  wonder 
that  the  scholars  are  so  little  moved  by 
considerations  of  the  most  weighty  and 
affecting,  and  attribute  it  to  incorrigi¬ 
ble  juvenile  depravity;  when,  in  point 
of  fact,  you  have  nothing  to  blame  but 
your  own  indiscretion.  You  dropped 
the  reins  at  the  start,  and  now  cannot 
gather  them  up ;  you  allowed  the  team 
to  get  away  from  you,  and  now  cannot 
order  a  halt. 

We  know  it  is  said  that  “all  is  well 
that  ends  well.”  But  in  religious  ser¬ 
vices,  the  end  is  apt  to  correspond  with 
the  beginning.  It  is  doubtless  import¬ 
ant  that,  in  the  matter  of  moral  impres¬ 
sions,  we  should  strive  to  make  the  last 
impression  always  the  best ;  but  prepa¬ 
ration  for  the  last  should  be  made  from 
the  first.  If  you  would  have  the  music 
to  ring  out  grandly  at  the  close,  you 
must  be  careful  to  get  the  key-note 
right.  And  better  than  any  tuning- 
fork  that  ever  man’s  skill  devised,  is 
the  Holy  Spirit’s  still,  small  voice;  to 
I  listen  to  which  is  alike  our  duty  and 
our  privilege.  And  then,  with  souls 
in  sympathy  with  the  truth,  and  hearts 
and  voices  attuned  to  teach  it,  there 
will  be  delightful  harmony,  and  deep¬ 
ening  interest  to  the  lesson’s  close. — 
Baptist  Teacher. 

When  you  have  faults,  do  not  fear  to 
abandon  them. 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

In  the  portion  of  Scripture  comprised 
in  this  lesson,  we  have  an  account  of 
the  institution  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
and  of  the  last  passover  that  Christ  ate 
with  his  apostles.  To  understand  the 
lesson  properly  it  is  important  to  have 
definite  conceptions  of  the  great  Jew¬ 
ish  festival  referred  to.  We  will  there¬ 
fore  give  a  brief  account  of  its  object 
and  the  mode  of  observance  customary 
at  that  time. 

It  was  designed  to  keep  alive  in  the 
minds  of  God’s  chosen  people  the  rec¬ 
ollection  of  the  remarkable  event  that 
occurred  the  night  in  which  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Israel  left  the  land  of  Egypt. 
The  destroying  angel  passed  through 
all  that  afflicted  country  and  slew  the 
first-born  in  every  household.  From 
this  calamity  the  Israelites  were  exempt. 
By  sprinkling  the  blood  of  a  lamb  upon 


their  houses  the  destroyer  would  pass 
them  by  and  spare  the  lives  of  those 
within.  In  commemoration  of  this 
merciful  deliverance,  the  Jewish  people 
were  commanded  to  keep  the  feast  of 
the  passover  perpetually. 

The  mode  of  its  observance  was  sub¬ 
stantially  as  follows  :  The  head  of  the 
family  takes  a  cup  of  unfermented 
wine,  and,  having  blessed  God  for  the 
fruit  of  the  vine,  he  passes  it  round 
amongst  those  who  are  to  partake  of 
the  feast.  Bitter  herbs  dipped  in  a 
sauce  made  of  almonds,  figs  and  other 
fruits,  are  then  eaten.  A  second  cup 
of  wine  is  circulated,  after  which  an 
unleavened  cake  is  broken  and  distrib¬ 
uted  and  a  blessing  pronounced  upon 
the  Giver  of  bread.  This  cake  is  then 
eaten  together  with  the  flesh  of  the 
lamb.  A  third  cup,  called  the  cup  of 
blessing,  follows.  A  fourth  cup,  and 
the  singing  of  several  psalms,  closes  the 
repast.  The  passover  was  required  to 
be  eaten  by  families — from  ten  to 
twenty  persons  taking  part  in  the  eating 
of  a  single  lamb.  At  this  particular 
feast  Christ  and  his  apostles  constituted 
one  family — a  circumstance  beautifully 
significant  of  the  relation  the  Saviour 
sustains  to  his  people  even  now.  They 
are  one  family  and  he  is  their  head. 

Preparation. 

The  feast  of  the  passover  being  at 
hand  it  is  the  purpose  of  Christ  to  eat 
it  with  his  disciples  at  Jerusalem.  On 
the  morning  of  the  14th  of  Nisan — 
the  5th  of  April — the  Saviour  accord¬ 
ingly  sends  Peter  and  John  in  advance 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 
A  lamb,  bitter  herbs,  wine  and  un¬ 
leavened  bread  are  to  be  procured,  as 
also  a  properly  furnished  room  in 
which  to  hold  the  feast.  It  was  to  find 
out  the  place  where  these  preparations 
were  to  be  made  that  the  question  is 
asked  which  called  forth  the  directions 
contained  in  the  first  three  verses  of  our 
lesson. 

Instructions. 

Vtrses  10  and  12.  Behold  .  .  .  there 
shall  a  man  meet  you,  etc.  This  an- 
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swers  their  question,  “  Where  wilt 
thou  that  we  prepare?”  Follow  the 
man  with  the  pitcher  and  you  will 
come  to  the  house  that  I  have  chosen. 
By  asking  for  the  guest-chamber  you 
will  be  conducted  to  a  large  upper 
room,  already  furnished.  They  fol¬ 
lowed  their  Master’s  instructions,  and 
by  means  of  them  were  enabled 
in  a  large  city  to  find  the  precise  spot 
they  were  seeking.  This  fact  justifies 
the  inference  that  Christ’s  followers 
now  may  look  to  him  for  direction  in 
the  service  to  which  they  are  called, 
and  directions  so  definite  and  clear 
that  they  need  be  at  no  loss  to  under¬ 
stand  how,  when  and  where  he  would 
have  them  to  labor. 

It  is  a  question  whether  the  instruc¬ 
tions  here  given  involve  a  miracle  or 
not.  There  are  various  circumstances 
mentioned  that  certainly  are  very  re¬ 
markable  but  whether  sufficiently  so  to 
be  regarded  as  miraculous  depends 
upon  a  point  in  respect  to  which  the 
narrative  leaves  us  without  information. 
If  the  Saviour  had  previously,  as  is  at 
least  possible,  come  to  an  understand¬ 
ing  with  the  persons  referred  to,  then 
the  directions  to  his  disciples  do  not 
imply  any  superhuman  knowledge  and 
consequently  are  not  miraculous.  If, 
however,  no  previous  arrangement  ex¬ 
isted,  then  have  we  here  such  a  fore¬ 
knowing  of  what  is  to  take  place  as 
clearly  to  constitute  a  miracle. 

The  Feelings  of  the  Saviour. 

Verse  16.  With  desire  I  have  de¬ 
sired  TO  EAT  THIS  PASSOVER  WITH  YOU. 
The  hour  having  come — which  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mark  was  in  the  evening — Christ 
and  his  apostles  are  together  in  the 
place  where  Peter  and  John  had  made 
preparations  for  the  passover.  The 
Saviour  gives  expression  to  the  profound 
interest  with  which  he  awaited  this  oc¬ 
casion.  “  With  desire” — signifies  that 
he  exceedingly  wished  for  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  once  more  eating  the  passover 
with  his  disciples  before  his1  death. 

Verse  16  I  will  not  any  more 
eat,  etc.  In  this  verse  is  contained 
the  reason  for  the  special  desire  felt  by 
the  Saviour  in  respect  to  this  particular 
paschal  meal.  It  involves  two  distinct 
statements:  “I  will  not  any  more  eat 
of  this  passover”  and  I  will  again  eat 


i  thereof  when  “  it  is  fulfilled  in  the 
j  kingdom  of  God.” 

■  The  first  statement  assures  the  dis- 
|  ciples  that  this  is  the  last  time  that  he 
\  will  eat  with  them  in  this  capacity  be- 
;  fore  his  death  and  his  return  to  glory. 

‘  When  we  consider  the  affection  he 
|  cherished  for  these  his  chosen  apostles, 
and  the  peculiar  interest  that  attaches 
to  anything  that  we  are  about  to  per¬ 
form  for  the  last  time  on  earth,  we  can 
readily  understand  that  the  Saviour 
would  engage  in  this  last  celebration  of 
the  passover  with  no  ordinary  feelings. 

The  second  statement  implies  that 
he  will  again  at  some  future  time  eat 
the  passover  with  them.  This  statement 
involves  an  act  that  he  will  perform,  as 
also  the  time  when  he  will  perform  it. 

What  is  the  act  referred  to?  The  eat¬ 
ing  of  the  passover  with  them.  Is  this 
to  be  taken  literally  or  figuratively? 
Opinions  differ  on  this  point.  Some 
maintain  that  there  will  be  a  literal 
feast  of  bread  and  wine  and  roasted 
flesh  at  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb. 
Others  claim  that  the  language  is  to  be 
figuratively  interpreted  as  representing 
the  blessedness  of  God’s  people  when 
once  fully  delivered  from  sin  and  eter¬ 
nal  death.  A  feast  is  an  occasion  of  joy 
and  peace,  and  happy  family  re-unions, 
and  may,  therefore,  very  properly  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  an  image  of  the  blessed  con¬ 
dition  of  all  believers  when  once  they 
shall  have  become  meet  for  the  inheri¬ 
tance  of  saints  in  light,  and  when  from 
all  quarters  of  the  globe,  from  the 
grave  and  the  sea,  they  shall  have  been 
gathered  together  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  as  a  happy,  peaceful,  loving  family. 

When  shall  this  take  place  ?  “  When 
it  shall  be  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of 
God;”  when  what  is  signified  in  the 
passover  —  eternal  deliverance  from 
bondage  and  death— shall  have  been 
fully  accomplished ;  when  the  holy 
angels  shall  come  to  gather  out  of  the 
kingdom  everything  that  offends,  and 
the  righteous  shall  shine  forth  as  the 
sun  in  their  Father’s  kingdom — when 
Christ  shall  be  revealed  to  judge  the 
quick  and  dead — it  is,  in  short,  at  the 
end  of  the  world.  This  grand  andglo- 
rious  consummation  is  typified  by  the 
passover  and  yet  more  clearly  by  the 
Lord’s  Supper,  and  as  the  Saviour’s  mind 
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glances  instantaneously  from  the  type 
to  the  eternal  deliverance  it  represents, 
need  we  wonder  that  heexclaims  “  with 
desire  I  have  desired  to  eat  this  pass- 
over  with  you.” 

The  Institution  of  the  Holy  Sapper. 

Verses  19,  20.  And  he  took  bread 
and  gave  thanks,  etc.  Previous  to 
the  breaking  of  the  bread  the  Saviour 
had  according  to  custom,  after  giving 
thanks,  passed  a  cup  of  wine  to  the 
disciples.  This  was  the  first  cup  in  the 
passover  feast.  Of  the  second  that  im¬ 
mediately  preceded  the  breaking  of 
the  bread  no  mention  is  made  in  the 
narrative  before  us.  The  point  in  the 
passover  is  now  reached  at  which  the 
unleavened  bread  is  distributed  and 
eaten  by  those  present.  As  the  Saviour 
gives  them  the  bread,  he  consecrates  it 
to  a  new  use  when  he  says — “  This  is  my 
body  which  is  given  for  you  ;  this  do  in 
remembrance  of  me.”  This  act  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  distribution  of  the  cup. — 
the  third  one  in  regular  order,  and 
called  also  the  cup  of  blessing  because  of 
thanks  that  are  offered  in  connection. 
In  giving  this  cup  to  the  disciples,  it  is 
also  consecrated  to  a  new  purpose ; 
“  This  cup  is  the  new  testament  in  my 
blood  which  is  shed  for  you.”  These 
last  two  acts  constitute  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  as  to  its  external  form. 

The  fact  that  the  Lord’s  Supper  was 
instituted  during  a  passover  feast  we 
believe  to  have  some  significance — and 
is  not  a  mere  coincidence  of  two  uncon¬ 
nected  occurrences.  We  believe  that 
it  denotes  that  the  passover  and  the 
Lord’s  Supper  speak  of  one  and  the 
same  thing-deliverance  from  death 
through  the  blood  of  Christ — that  they 
are  essentially  one,  as  are  also  the  old 
and  new  dispensations  they  respectively 
represent. 

The  Words  of  the  Institution. 

Verse  19.  This  is  my  body,  etc.  As 
to  the  meaning  of  this  little  clause, 
though  discussed  for  centuries  by  the 
ablest  minds,  no  conclusion  has  as  yet 
been  reached  to  which  all  Christians 
can  give  their  consent.  The  dispute 
is  as  to  whether  the  body  of  Christ  is 
or  is  not  actually  present  in  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  The  Lutheran  view  on  this 
subject  may  be  seen  in  the  Tenth  Arti¬ 
cle  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  and  an 


explanation  thereof  in  the  following 
extract  from  the  Formula  of  Concord  : 
“At  the  table  and  during  the  Supper, 
he  administered  natural  bread  and 
natural  wine  to  the  disciples,  which  he 
calls  his  true  body  and  his  true  blood, 
and  says  at  the  same  time  :  eat  and 
drink.  Hence  this  command  of  Christ, 
in  consequence  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it,  can  be  understood 
not  otherwise  than  as  relating  to  an 
oral  eating  and  drinking,  not  in  a 
gross,  carnal,  Capernaitic,  but  in  a 
supernatural,  incomprehensible  man¬ 
ner.”  To  this  may  be  added  a  state¬ 
ment  of  Luther  as  showing  his  view  ot 
the  mode  of  Christ’s  presence  in  the 
Lord’s  Supper  : 

“  The  one  body  of  Christ  has  a 
triple  mode  of  being  in  any  place. 
First,  the  comprehensible  and  corporeal 
mode,  when  he  went  about  corporeally 
on  earth,  where  he  occupied  and  took 
up  space  according  to  his  magnitude. 
Second,  the  incomprehensible,  spiritual 
mode,  in  which  he  is  not  circumscribed 
in  space,  but  penetrates  through  all 
creatures  as  my  vision  passes  through 
air,  light,  or  water,  and  yet  neither 
takes  up  nor  makes  room.  Third,  the 
divine  and  heavenly  mode  in  which  he 
is  one  person  with  God.”  The 
second,  says  Luther,  is  the  method  he 
employs  when  he  is  in  the  bread  and 
wine  in  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Such  a 
body  as  is  here  described  by  Luther — 
incomprehensible,  spiritual,  uncircum¬ 
scribed  in  space,  penetrating  objects 
like  vision,  sound,  light  or  heat,  with¬ 
out  taking  up  room,  is  very  unlike 
these  material  visible  bodies  of  ours 
that  take  up  space  according  to  their 
magnitude.  On  the  other  hand  it  has 
all  the  marks  of  a  spirit  which,  as  Christ 
says,  “  hath  not  flesh  and  bones.” 

Verse  20.  This  cup  is  the  new 
Testament  in  my  blood,  etc. 

The  new  testament  is  the  same  as 
the  new  covenant  according  to  which 
God  will  be  merciful  to  our  unright¬ 
eousness  and  remember  our  sins  and 
iniquities  no  more. 

In  my  blood.  This  covenant  is  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  God 
will  be  merciful  to  our  unrighteousness 
because  the  blood  of  Christ  was  shed 
for  us  for  the  remission  of  sins. 
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The  Object  of  (he  Ford’s  Fnpper. 

Terse  19.  This  do  in  remembrance 
of  ME. 

By  means  of  the  bread  we  break,  we 
are  to  be  reminded  of  the  crucified  one 
— of  his  atoning  death  and  its  conse¬ 
quent  benefits  to  us.  But  this  is  not 
the  only  object  it  accomplishes.  It  is 
a  personal  pledge  and  assurance  to  us 
that  Christ  died  in  our  behalf,  and  that 
the  one  receiving  the  bread  and  wine 
is  entitled  to  the  blessings  resulting 
from  the  sacrifice  of  Christ.  It  is  thus 
a  visible  word  spoken  to  each  com¬ 
municant  individually.  It  is  also  a 
testimony  to  the  fact  and  necessity  of 
Christ’s  death. 

The  supper,  says  Dr.  Knapp,  was  de¬ 
signed  to  be  a  perpetual  sermon  on  the 
death  of  Christ.  As  often  as  ye  eat 
this  bread  and  drink  this  cup  ye  do 
show  the  Lord’s  death  till  he  come,  is 
the  language  of  St.  Paul. 

It  is  in  addition  to  all  this,  a  means 
of  grace  affording  us  the  spiritual 
nourishment  needful  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  development  of  the  spiritual 
life  received  in  the  new  birth.  For 
my  flesh  is  meat  indeed  and  my  blood 
is  drink  indeed.  Except  ye  eat  the 
flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man  and  drink  his 
blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you. 


THE  CROSS. 

December  8.  Luke  xxiii.  33-46. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

After  the  Saviour  had  celebrated  the 
passover  with  his  disciples  he  withdrew 
to  Gethsemane,  a  quiet  spot  on  Mount 
Olivet,  where  he  spent  the  time  in 
watching  and  prayer  until  his  arrest. 
Thence  he  is  taken  before  the  high 
priest  and  the  Sanhedrim  on  a  charge 
of  blasphemy  and  adjudged  worthy  of 
death.  Either  through  fear  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  or  because  they  have  no  jurisdiction 
in  respect  to  life  and  death,  they  bring 
him  before  the  Roman  Governor  on  a 
charge  of  a  civil  nature.  Though  con¬ 
vinced  that  he  had  done  nothing  deserv¬ 
ing  death,  he  yet  was  prevailed  upon 
by  the  Jews  to  pronounce  sentence  of 
crucifixion  against  Christ.  Having  de¬ 
livered  him  into  the  hands  of  the 
Roman  soldiery,  he  is  led  away  to  the 
place  of  execution,  a  great  company  of 
men  and  women  following. 

The  Crnciflxioti. 

Verse  33.  And  when  they  were  come, 
etc.  The  place  where  the  Saviour  was 
put  to  death  is  here  called  Calvary — 
elsewhere  Golgotha.  Both  terms  how¬ 
ever  denote  the  same  thing — a  skull. 
The  name  is  derived  from  the  resemb¬ 
lance  of  the  locality  to  a  human  skull. 
The  precise  spot  cannot  now  be  de¬ 
termined,  though  it  is  claimed  that  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  covers 
the  ground  where  the  Saviour  was  cru¬ 
cified. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  terrible 
nature  of  the  death  he  suffered,  we  will 
give  an  extract  from  Select  ATotes  on 
International  S.  S.  Lessons ,  for  1878: 
“A  death  by  crucifixion  seems  to  in¬ 
clude  all  that  pain  and  death  can  have 
of  the  horrible  and  ghastly — dizziness, 
cramp,  thirst,  starvation,  sleeplessness, 
traumatic  fever,  tetanus,  publicity  of 
shame,  long  continuance  of  torment, 
horror  of  anticipation,  mortification  of 
untended  wounds — all  intensified  just 
up  to  the  point  at  which  they  can  be 
endured  at  all,  but  all  stopping  just 
short  of  the  point  which  would  give  the 
sufferer  the  relief  of  unconsciousness. 
The  unnatural  position  made  every 
movement  painful ;  the  lacerated  veins 
and  crushed  tendons  throbbed  with  in¬ 
cessant  anguish  ;  the  wounds,  inflamed 
by  exposure,  gradually  gangrened  ;  the 
arteries,  especially  of  the  head  and 
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stomach,  became  swollen  and  oppressed 
with  surcharged  blood  ;  and  while  each 
variety  of  misery  went  on  increasing,  [ 
there  was  added  to  them  the  intolerable  ) 
pang  of  a  burning  and  raging  thirst,  j 
Such  was  the  death  to  which  Christ  ( 
was  doomed.” — Farrar. 

Malefactors — called  thieves  by  ! 
Matthew — robbers  would  perhaps  ex¬ 
press  their  character  more  accurately. 
It  is  likely  that  the  Saviour  was  cruci¬ 
fied  between  these  two  criminals  in 
order  to  bring  him  into  still  greater 
contempt. 

Verse  84.  Father,  forgive  them. 
This  prayer  for  his  enemies  shows  the 
forgiving  spirit  of  the  Redeemer. 
That  which  he  enjoined  upon  others  he 
practiced  himself,  praying  for  those  that 
despitefully  used  him.  How  encourag¬ 
ing  this  fact  to  sinners  who  in  peni¬ 
tence  come  to  him  for  pardon  !  What 
an  example  is  here  set  for  our  imitation  ! 

They  know  not  what  they  do. 
This  is  said  in  extenuation  of  their 
guilt,  and  shows  how  just  the  Saviour  is 
in  his  judgment  of  men.  It  likewise 
gives  evidence  of  the  fact  that  sins  of 
ignorance  are  punished  less  severely 
than  sins  against  light  and  knowledge. 
Indeed  Christ  affirms  this  expressly  in 
Luke  xii.  48,  where  he  says  :  ‘‘But  he 
that  knew  not  and  did  commit  things 
worthy  of  stripes  shall  be  beaten  with 
few  stripes.” 

They  parted  his  raiment.  The 
garments  of  those  executed  by  cruci¬ 
fixion  constituted  the  perquisites  of  the 
executioners.  John  states  more  defi¬ 
nitely  that  the  soldiers  took  his  gar¬ 
ments  and  made  four  parts,  to  every 
soldier  a  part.  The  coat  being  a 
seamless  one,  they  concluded  not  to 
rend  it  but  to  cast  lots  for  it.  This 
was  in  fulfillment  of  the  declaration 
made  by  the  Psalmist:  “They  parted  I 
my  garments  among  them  and  cast  lots  I 
upon  my  vesture.” 

Christ  Decided. 

Verse  85  The  people  stood  be¬ 
holding.  From  Matthew  it  is  evident 
that  these  people  did  more  than  merely 
look  on — that  they  likewise  took  part 
in  this  raillery — for  wagging  their 
heads  they  said:  “Thou  that  destroy- 
est  the  temple  and  buiidest  it  in  three 
days,  save  thyself.” 


And  the  rulers  also,  etc.  These 
men  who  from  their  position  ought  to 
have  conducted  themselves  with  dig¬ 
nity,  in  their  hatred  toward  Christ,  so  far 
lose  all  sense  of  propriety,  as  to  abuse 
and  insult  him  in  his  dying  agonies. 
How  unreasonable  the  proof  they  ask  of 
his  being  the  Christ !  How  true  the  de¬ 
claration,  though  intended  as  a  re¬ 
proach.  He  saved  others,  let  him  save 
himself.  Christ  gave  his  life  that  sin¬ 
ners  might  escape  death. 

VeiseSfj.  And  the  soldiers  also 
mocked  him.  It  is  altogether  proba¬ 
ble  that  as  they  were  making  merry 
over  their  wine,  the  thought  occurred 
to  them  to  drink  a  toast  to  him  who 
was  called  the  King  of  the  Jews.  In 
a  mocking  way  they  approach  him 
holding  out  the  vinegar  toward  him, 
and  exclaiming:  “If  thou  be  the 
King  of  the  Jews,  use  thy  power  as 
such  and  save  thyself.” 

Verse  38.  The  object  of  the  super¬ 
scription  usually  was  to  make  known 
the  crime  of  the  one  that  was  executed. 
It  is  given  in  these  three  languages, 
that  all  who  were  gathered  together 
might  be  able  to  read  it.  “The  Greek 
was  the  language  of  commerce,  the 
Latin,  that  of  the  court,  and  the  He¬ 
brew,  that  of  Jewish  homes.’’  Here 
again  there  is  an  unconscious  proclama¬ 
tion  in  the  most  public  manner,  and  in 
the  leading  languages  of  the  world  of 
a  most  important  truth. — This  is  the 
King  of  the  Jews. 

Verse  80.  And  one  of  the  male¬ 
factors  .  .  .  railed  on  him.  The 
meanness  of  this  man’s  conduct  it  is 
difficult  properly  to  express.  Justly 
condemned,  instead  of  spending  his 
moments  in  sober,  serious  thought 
respecting  his  own  spiritual  state  and 
his  prospects  for  the  future  life,  he  en¬ 
gages  in  the  miserable  work  of  adding 
to  the  sufferings  of  another  who  is  al¬ 
ready  undergoing  the  pains  of  a  horri¬ 
ble  death.  What  a  relief  to  turn  to 
the  nobler  conduct  of  his  companion, 
to  the  well  deserved  rebuke  he  admin¬ 
isters  and  the  testimony  he  bears  to 
the  integrity  of  Christ’s  character. 

The  Hianer  Fared. 

Verse  40.  Dost  not  thou  fear 
God?  The  want  of  the  fear  of  God 
was  strikingly  manifested  in  the  con- 
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duct  of  the  malefactor  that  is  here 
reproved  by  his  companion.  Con¬ 
demned  to  die  for  his  crimes,  about  to 
appear  before  the  judge  of  all  the  earth, 
he  spends  his  last  moments,  not  in  pre¬ 
paring  to  meet  his  God,  but  in  railing 
at  an  innocent  fellow  sufferer.  This 
shows  a  light,  trifling  state  of  mind 
peculiarly  reprehensible  and  offensive 
in  an  hour  so  solemn  as  that  of  death. 

Terse  41.  And  we  indeed  justly, 
etc.  His  sin  is  aggravated  by  the  fact 
that  he  is  an  evil  doer  and  the  one  de¬ 
rided  has  done  nothing  amiss.  A  man 
like  this  one  ought  not  to  cast  reproach 
upon  any  man,  no  matter  what  his 
character.  Such  a  course  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  improper  for  one  himself  de¬ 
serving  of  reproach.  Again,  such  a 
one  like  the  Saviour  ought  not  to  meet 
with  scorn  and  derision  from  any  one. 
These  circumstances  serve  greatly  to 
increase  the  offensiveness  and  sinful¬ 
ness  of  this  man’s  conduct. 

In  this  verse  we  also  have  evidence 
that  the  one  malefactor  was  in  the 
state  of  mind  that  necessarily  precedes 
and  prepares  the  way  for  repentance. 
He  knows  and  acknowledges  his  un- 
wmrthiness.  “We  receive  the  due  re¬ 
ward  of  our  deeds.’’  In  it  is  likewise 
borne  a  noble  testimony  in  favor  of 
Christ,  “This  man  has  done  nothing 
amiss.”  This  testimony  is  highly  cred¬ 
itable,  also,  to  the  one  that  gave  it,  as 
well  as  to  him  whose  upright  life  and 
magnanimous  bearing  on  the  cross 
called  it  forth.  When  all  seem  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  heaping  ignominy 
upon  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  when  not 
one  is  found  to  say  a  friendly  word  for 
Jesus,  this  man  has  the  moral  courage 
to  give  expression  to  his  conviction  of 
the  innocence  of  Christ  in  the  face  of 
those  who  regard  him  a  blasphemer 
and  a  traitor. 

Terse  42.  Lord,  remember  me.  It 
is  not  mere  friendly  recollection  that  is 
here  asked  for,  but  actual  admission 
into  the  kingdom  of  God  when  that 
shall  be  set  up. 

This  request  is  a  remarkable  illustra-  j 
tion  of  the  fact  that  when  men  once  | 
feel  and  acknowledge  their  transgres-  j 
sions,  they  will  naturally  turn  to 
Christ  in  prayer. 

It  also  shows  that  this  malefactor , 


had  a  faith  of  no  ordinary  character, 
to  which  the  strong  language  of  Christ 
concerning  the  centurion  would  well 
apply  :  “  I  have  not  found  so  great  faith, 
no,  not  in  Israel.” 

His  faith  beholds  in  the  despised  and 
rejected  one,  a  King  notwithstanding. 
He  comprehends  the  profound  signifi¬ 
cation  of  the  words  inscribed  on  the 
tablet,  “  This  is  the  King  of  the 
Jews.”  Though  the  King  hangs  help¬ 
less  on  the  cross,  his  faith  is  yet  per¬ 
suaded  that  his  kingdom  will  come, 
and  he  asks  a  part  in  the  same.  He 
has  faith  to  believe  that  that  right  hand, 
though  immovably  fastened  to  the 
cross,  yet  has  power  sufficient  to  open 
to  him  the  gates  of  paradise.  He  has 
faith  to  believe  that  though  himself 
justly  condemned  to  die,  yet  so  bound¬ 
less  is  the  grace  of  the  crucified  one, 
that  he  will  remember  in  his  kingdom 
even  such  a  transgressor  as  he.  Verily 
this  is  an  illustrious  instance  of  a  com¬ 
ing  boldly  to  a  throne  of  grace  to  find 
help  in  time  of  need. 

Terse  43.  To-day  shalt  thou  be 
with  me,  etc.  This  prayer  is  answered 
and  more  than  answered.  A  greater 
blessing  and  a  great  deal  sooner  than 
he  had  dared  to  anticipate  is  assured 
to  him.  Trust  in  Christ  is  never  mis¬ 
placed  and  will  never  disappoint  or  put 
to  shame.  Consider  the  wonderful 
grace  of  Christ  as  here  manifested.  At 
the  last  moment,  after  a  life  of  sin,  the 
simple  prayer  —  remember  me  —  is 
breathed  forth  and  instantly  comes 
back  the  gracious  answer — “To-day 
shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise.” 
Oh,  the  height  and  depth,  the  length 
and  breadth,  of  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  ! 

Consider  the  proof  this  furnishes 
that  Christ  has  power  on  earth  to  for¬ 
give  sin — that  his  hand  openeth  and 
no  man  shutteth.  Says  Oldshausen,  on 
this  point,  “He  (the  malefactor)  re¬ 
mains  forever  an  actual  demonstration 
of  the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ  can  save 
sinners.” 

Christ  Dying. 

Terse  44.  And  there  was  dark¬ 
ness  over  all  the  earth,  etc.  The 
statement  in  the  next  verse  that  the 
sun  was  darkened  is  no  doubt  to  be 
taken  as  an  explanation  of  this  ;  the 
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sun  withheld  his  light,  and  darkness 
consequently  covered  the  land.  Nature 
seemed  to  be  more  in  sympathy  with 
its  suffering  Lord  than  the  stony  hearts 
of  his  persecutors,  and  when  the  light 
of  the  world  went  out,  it  refused  to 
give  forth  its  own  light,  and  “  threw 
around  the  tragedy  of  Golgotha  the 
curtain  of  night,  to  veil  the  guilt  that 
was  now  being  consummated.” 

Terse  45.  And  the  veil  of  the 
temple  was  rent.  This,  like  the 
darkness,  is  indeed  a  wonderful  occur¬ 
rence.  That  covering  that  separated 
the  Holy  place  from  the  Holy  of  Holies 
in  the  temple,  is  rent  in  twain  by  an 
invisible  hand.  This  event  is  as  sig¬ 
nificant  as  it  is  remarkable.  It  shows 
that  the  way  into  the  holiest  of  all, 
which  heretofore  was  not  made  mani¬ 
fest,  has  now  been  opened.  The  bar¬ 
rier  between  the  sinner  and  heaven  has 
been  broken  down  ;  access  to  God  has 
been  made  possible  to  all  through  the 
death  of  Jesus. 

These  wonderful  occurrences  bear 
powerful  testimony  to  the  divine  char¬ 
acter  of  him  who  was  crucified.  Could 
we  clearly  conceive  them,  we  too, 
would  be  constrained  to  cry  out  with 
the  Roman  centurion  :  “  Truly  this 

man  was  the  Son  of  God.” 

Verse  46.  And  when  Jesus  had 
cried  with  a  loud  voice.  This  was 
when  he  exclaimed  (Mark  xv.34)  My 
God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  for¬ 
saken  me  ? 

Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my 
spirit.  This  means  that  Christ  en¬ 
trusts  his  spirit  into  the  keeping  of 
God  as  a  sacred  deposit.  What  a 
solemn  moment  is  that  when  the  spirit 
is  about  to  be  separated  from  the  body  ! 
What  a  comfort  then  to  be  able  in 
faith  to  give  it  over  into  the  hands  of 
a  faithful,  loving  Father  in  heaven. 
“Having  said  this,  he  gave  up  the 
ghost.”  Thus  ends  the  conflict  with 
evil — the  victory  is  won — and  man  is 
redeemed. 


Our  Great  Care. — It  ought  to  be  the  great 
.care  of  every  one  of  us  to  follow  the  Lord 
fully.  We  must  follow  him  universally,  with¬ 
out  dividing;  uprightly,  without  dissembling; 
cheerfully,  without  disputing  ;  constantly,  with¬ 
out  declining;  and  this  is  following  him  fully. 
— M.  Henry. 


THE  WALK  TO  EMMAUS. 
December  15.  Luke  xxiv.  13-32. 

Blackboard  Illustration.— Draw  an  open 
Bible  on  the  board.  Inscribe  on  the  left  side 
“  Their  eyes  were  holden  that  they  should  not 
know  him,”  and  on  the  other  side,  inscribed  in 
a  cross,  the  words,  “  Their  eyes  were  opened, 
and  they  knew  him.”  Over  the  book  put  the 
heading,  The  walk  to  Emmaus  ;  under  it,  Truth 
unfolded.  Under  all  inscribe  the  following: 

! 

1  ; 

1  i 

fithin  us, 
bile  he  talked, 
ith  us,  by  the  i 

ay,  and  1 

hile  he  opened  to  us  the 

i  SCRIPTURES?” 


Explanation. — As  the  eyes  of  the  two  that 
walked  to  Emmaus  were  holden  that  they  did 
not  discern  the  Saviour,  who  was  walking  and 
talking  with  them — until  he  made  himself 
known  in  the  breaking  of  bread — so  we  often 
read  the  Scriptures  with  our  eyes  closed  to  the 
truth,  because  we  do  not  read  them  prayer¬ 
fully.  But  when  our  hearts  become  enlight¬ 
ened,  and  Jesus  reveals  himself  to  us,  our 
hearts  burn  within  us,  and  then  it  is  that  we 
can  see  the  Risen  One  shine  forth  from  every 
page  of  his  Holy  Word.  Let  us  then  pray  that 
he  may  open  our  eyes,  that  we  may  behold 
wondrous  things  out  of  his  Law. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

After  his  crucifixion  the  body  of 
the  Redeemer  was  laid  in  the  grave. 
Upon  the  morning  of  the  third  day  he 
arose  from  the  dead.  Certain  women 
came  to  his  tomb  very  early  in  the 
morning,  and  to  their  surprise  found 
it  empty.  They  communicated  this 
fact  to  others,  who  coming  to  see  for 
themselves,  found  it  so  even  as  they 
had  been  told.  It  was  to  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalene  that  he  first  appeared,  and  she 
went  and  told  it  to  them  that  had  been 
with  him,  but  they  believed  not.  On  the 
afternoon  of  that  same  day  he  appeared 
also  to  two  of  the  disciples  as  they  were 
going  to  Emmaus.  What  was  said  and 
done  on  the  way,  and  how  he  made  him¬ 
self  known  in  the  breaking  of  bread,  is 
the  substance  of  the  lesson  before  us. 
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The  Subject  of  their  Conversation. 

Verse  14.  They  talked  together 

•  OF  ALL  THOSe  THINGS  THAT  HAD  HAP¬ 
PENED.  The  things  spoken  of  un¬ 
doubtedly  were  the  death  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  various  reports  con¬ 
cerning  the  empty  tomb,  and  his  hav¬ 
ing  been  seen  alive.  According  to  the 
15th  verse,  they  communed  and  reas¬ 
oned  about  them.  This  denotes  that 
they  called  before  their  minds  in  detail 
the  various  things  that  themselves  had 
seen,  and  what  they  had  been  told  by 
others,  and  considered  the  bearing  of 
each  fact  upon  the  question,  whether 
Christ  really  was  the  Redeemer  or  not. 

Jesns  Joins  Them. 

Verse  15.  Jesus  himself  drew  near. 
This  took  place  as  they  were  commun¬ 
ing  with  each  other  concerning  Christ. 
It  may  be  altogether  accidental  that 
he  should  come  at  the  very  time  that 
they  were  thus  engaged,  but  we  believe 
it  to  be  vastly  more  probable  that  the 
state  of  mind  in  which  they  were  drew 
the  Saviour  unto  themselves.  When 
men’s  hearts  go  out  toward  Christ  as 
did  theirs,  then  will  he  come  unto  them 
and  reveal  himself  as  he  does  not  unto 
the  world. 

Verse  16.  Their  eyes  were  holden, 
etc.  Though  he  joined  himself  unto 
them  and  conversed  with  them,  yet  did 
they  not  know  him.  The  reason  of 
this  is  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  their 
eyes  were  holden.  This  clearly  im¬ 
plies  that  the  cause  of  their  not  at  once 
recognizing  him  is  found  in  themselves, 
in  their  own  eyes.  It  is  true  that  in 
Mark,  he  is  said  to  have  appeared  in 
another  form.  This  is  not  at  all  a  con¬ 
tradiction  of  what  is  said  by  Luke  here, 
but  an  additional  reason.  In  conse¬ 
quence  therefore,  of  the  restraint  upon 
their  eyes  and  the  change  in  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  the  Saviour  found  it  possible 
to  talk  and  walk  with  them  without 
being  recognized  by  them. 

May  it  not  be  that  the  Saviour  often 
comes  to  us  and  even  communes  with 
us,  and  we,  because  of  defective  spirit¬ 
ual  vision,  remain  ignorant  of  his  pres¬ 
ence?  Are  we  not  too  much  in  the 
habit  of  expecting  the  Redeemer  in 
some  ®ne  particular  form,  and  then 
when  he  comes  to  us  in  another,  we 
know  not  that  it  is  he  ? 


Jesus  Instructs  Tliem. 

Verse  17.  What  manner  of  com¬ 
munications,  etc.  This  question  is 
not  asked  for  the  sake  of  information, 
for  Christ  knew  full  well  the  thoughts 
that  occupied  and  troubled  their 
minds.  It  is  intended  to  draw  out  an 
expression  of  their  views  and  feelings, 
and  thus  furnish  him  the  opportunity 
of  imparting  such  instructions  as  their 
case  required.  The  import  of  the 
question  is  this  .  “  What  are  you  talk¬ 

ing  about  that  makes  you  so  sad?” 
Christ  perceives  their  distress  of  mind, 
he  seeks  the  cause  that  he  may  remove 
it  and  thus  restore  joy  to  their  troubled 
hearts.  He  knows  too,  when  his  chil¬ 
dren  here  are  in  distress,  and  he  is  not 
indifferent  about  it.  He  assures  us  of 
his  sympathy,  and  will  sustain  us  in 
time  of  need. 

Verse  18-  Art  thou  only  a  strang¬ 
er?  etc.  This  answer  of  Cleopas  ex¬ 
presses  surprise  and  perhaps  a  little 
irritation  that  such  a  question  should 
be  asked.  The  events  that  have  trans¬ 
pired  so  recently  had  taken  place  in  so- 
public  a  manner,  had  attracted  so  gen¬ 
eral  attention,  that  even  a  mere  so¬ 
journer  in  the  city  must  have  become 
acquainted  with  them.  This  is  import¬ 
ant  testimony,  as  showing  that  there 
was  no  trickery  or  deception  about  the 
death  of  Christ. 

Verse  19.  Concerning  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  On  his  repeating  his  ques¬ 
tion  in  another  form  he  receives  a 
direct  answer — we  are  speaking  about 
the  condemnation  and  crucifixion  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  by  the  chief  priests 
and  our  rulers.  They  at  the  same  time 
give  positive  and  emphatic  expression 
of  their  conviction  regarding  his  char¬ 
acter  ;  he  was  a  prophet  and  one  mighty 
|  in  deed  and  in  word.  Whatever  doubts 
they  may  have  in  regard  to  the  hope 
referred  to  in  verse  21,  on  this  point 
they  are  sure.  His  mighty  works  in 
raising  the  dead,  healing  the  sick,  con¬ 
trolling  the  forces  of  nature,  as  also  the 
wisdom,  the  appropriateness,  the  clear¬ 
ness,  and  truthfulness  of  all  his  utter¬ 
ances,  have  fully  satisfied  their  minds 
that  he  was  a  prophet  indeed,  and  one 
of  far  more  than  ordinary  power. 

Verse  21.  But  we  trusted  that 
'  it  had  been  he,  etc.  From  this  we 
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learn  that  besides  believing  him  to  be 
a  prophet  they  had  cherished  the  hope 
that  he  was  even  more  than  that,  the 
one  in  fact  that  should  redeem  Israel — 
the  long  looked-for  Messiah.  But  this 
fond  hope  was  blasted  by  the  cruci¬ 
fixion.  The  death  of  Christ  had  de¬ 
stroyed  their  expectations  in  this  direc¬ 
tion.  It  is  true  that  whilst  Jesus  was 
yet  alive  he  spoke  frequently  of  a  third 
day  on  which  something  remarkable 
was  to  occur.  This  had  in  some  meas¬ 
ure  kept  alive  their  hopes — during  the 
first  and  second  days — but  now  it  is 
already  the  third  day,  yea  almost  the 
close  thereof,  and  yet  nothing  of  what 
they  looked  for  has  taken  place. 

Verses  22-24.  Certain  women  made 
us  astonished.  Here  the  speakers 
refer  to  certain  reports  that  they  had 
heard  during  the  day  that  had  the 
effect  again  to  give  them  hope  concern¬ 
ing  Jesus  as  Messiah.  Certain  women 
early  in  the  morning  had  gone  to  the 
sepulchre  where  Christ  had  been  laid, 
and  to  their  astonishment  found  it 
empty.  Moreover  they  had  seen  a 
vision  of  angels  and  were  told  by  them 
that  he  was  alive  again.  Certain  of 
the  men  had  also  been  to  the  sepulchre, 
and  they  found  the  report,  that  the 
tomb  was  empty,  to  be  correct.  “  But 
him  they  saw  not.”  This  sad  circum¬ 
stance  was  alone  sufficient  to  extin¬ 
guish  the  faint  hopes  that  had  been 
kindled  by  the  reports  concerning 
the  empty  tomb  and  the  vision  of 
angels. 

Verse  25.  O  fools  and  slow  of 
heart,  etc.  The  main  thought  here 
is  that  they  do  not  believe  what  the 
prophets  have  spoken.  For  this  the 
Saviour  does  in  a  measure  censure  them 
as  is  evident  from  the  language  he  em¬ 
ploys.  Such  unbelief  is  not  right. 
The  cause  of  their  not  believing  is  as¬ 
cribed  to  want  of  understanding  and 
slowness  of  heart.  They  are  destitute 
of  a  proper  susceptibility  both  in  in¬ 
tellect  and  in  feeling  in  respect  to  what 
the  prophets  have  spoken.  In  matters 
to  be  believed  both  the  head  and  the 
heart  are  concerned.  The  one  must 
be  enlightened,  the  other  softened  and 
subdued.  The  result  of  this  unbelief 
was  their  present  perplexity  and  des¬ 
pair.  But  for  this,  notwithstanding 


all  that  had  occurred,  their  minds 
would  have  been  hopeful  and  joyful. 

Verse  26.  Ought  not  Christ,  etc. 
Instead  of  being  proof  that  Jesus  was 
not  the  Messiah,  his  death,  on  the  other 
hand,  gives  evidence  that  such  was  the 
case,  for  it  was  necessary  that  Christ 
should  suffer,  and  through  suffering 
enter  into  glory.  It  was  foretold  by 
the  prophets  that  the  Messiah  should 
be  rejected  of  men — stricken,  smitten 
and  afflicted.  In  the  true  Messiah  these 
prophecies  must  be  fulfilled.  If  any 
one  claim  to  be  Saviour  of  the  world 
who  hs  not  suffered  these  things,  that 
very  fact  is  sufficient  in  itself  to  show 
that  he  is  an  impostor. 

Verse  27.  And  beginning  at  Moses, 
etc.  Christ  now  takes  up  the  various 
passages  of  the  Old  Testament  that  re¬ 
fer  to  himself,  explains  their  true  mean¬ 
ing  and  shows  their  application  to  him¬ 
self  in  order,  evidently,  to  satisfy 
their  minds  that  the  things  that  have 
happened  to  the  Redeemer  are  in  exact 
fulfillment  of  the  Word  of  God.  From 
this  it  is  clear  that  Christ  is  to  be  found 
also  in  the  Old  Testament. 

Christ  Makes  Himself  Known. 

Verse  28.  He  made  as  though,  etc. 
This  seems  to  imply  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  any  farther,  but  yet  made  as 
though  he  did.  This  is  not  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  passage.  Having  reached 
the  place  to  which  they  belonged,  the 
Saviour  undoubtedly  was  about  to  take 
his  leave  of  them,  and  thus  signified 
his  intention  to  go  farther,  and  would 
most  certainly  have  done  so  had  they 
not  constrained  him  to  stop  with  them. 

Verse  29.  Abide  with  us.  This  re¬ 
quest  is  no  doubt  in  part  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  feeling  of  hospitality,  and  in  thus 
remembering  to  entertain  strangers 
they  found  that  they  entertained  one 
greater  even  than  the  angels.  Use  hos¬ 
pitality  one  toward  another  is  a  divine 
precept,  and  the  grace  that  begets 
cheerful  obedience  thereto  is  one  of  the 
most  lovely  in  the  Christian  character. 
In  great  part,  however,  the  request  to 
abide  with  them  is  due  to  the  delight 
and  profit  they  received  from  his  com¬ 
panionship.  They  were  loath  to  part 
from  this  unknown  fellow-traveler,  be¬ 
cause  they  found  it  pleasant  to  be  with 
him.  When  men’s  hearts  are  so  renewed 
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by  the  spirit  of  God  as  to  find  satisfac- 1 
tion  in  communing  with  their  Master,  j 
then  will  they  repair  to  his  house  with 
gladness  and  leave  it  with  reluctance. 
Their  request  in  this  instance  was 
granted.  By  prayer  they  constrained 
him  and  he  tarried  with  them.  What 
Christ  would  not  otherwise  have  done 
he  was  persuaded  to  do  by  the  earnest 
entreaty  of  these  two  disciples,  and  this 
shows  the  influence  of  prayer  in  secur¬ 
ing  blessings  that  we  desire. 

Verses  30,  31.  As  he  sat  at  meat 

. THEIR  EYES  WERE  OPENED.  Ill  the 

act  of  breaking  bread  their  eyes  were 
opened.  They  no  doubt  perceived  a 
similarity  between  his  manner  and  con¬ 
duct  on  this  occasion  and  his  manner 
and  conduct  in  breaking  bread  on  other 
occasions,  and  were  thus  reminded  of 
their  Saviour.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
altogether  likely  that  a  direct  influence 
was  exerted  upon  their  eyes,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  they  were  enabled  at 
once  to  recognize  their  Lord.  Open 
eyes  are  essential  to  a  knowledge  of 
God  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  For 
this  blessing  there  should  be  con¬ 
tinual  prayer  offered  up. 

Verse  32.  Did  not  our  hearts 
burn.  Christ  suddenly  disappeared 
after  he  had  manifested  himself  to 
them,  and  when  he  had  left  them  they 
gave  expression  to  the  feelings  he  had 
awakened  even  before  they  knew  him. 
Their  hearts  were  strangely  affected  on 
the  way.  They  glowed  with  interest  and 
affection  toward  him  as  he  spake.  This 
circumstance  suggests  to  us  the  practi¬ 
cal  thought  that  if  we  walked  more 
with  Jesus  and  heard  him  through  the 
scriptures  more  frequently  and  more  at¬ 
tentively,  our  hearts  would  oftener 
burn  towards  him.  We  learn  also  that 
the  one  to  open  the  Scriptures  to  us  is 
Christ.  To  these  two  disciples  he  ex¬ 
pounded  the  word  of  God  in  person — 
to  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  through  his 
servant  Philip-but  by  whomsoever  done 
the  act  is  Christ’s.  He  is  the  principal, 
and  pastors,  teachers  and  parents  whom 
he  employs,  are  but  his  agents  through 
whom  he  operates. 


The  Uses  of  Affliction.— Affliction  is  the 
divine  school  of  virtue;  it  corrects  levity,  in¬ 
terrupts  the  confidence  of  sinning,  and  softens 
and  purifies  the  heart. — Atterbury. 


THE  SAVIOUR’S  LAST  WORDS. 

Dec.  22.  Luke  xxiv.  44-53. 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

As  soon  as  Christ  had  left  the  two 
disciples  mentioned  in  the  last  lesson, 
they  arose  and  returned  to  Jerusalem 
to  communicate  to  the  other  disciples 
what  had  befallen  them.  As  they  were 
engaged  in  relating  the  occurrence  of 
the  afternoon,  Jesus  himself  suddenly 
appeared  in  the  midst  of  them.  The 
disciples  being  affrighted  at  his  pres¬ 
ence,  he  quiets  their  fears  and  satisfies 
them  by  showing  his  hands  and  his  feet 
that  it  is  really  himself  and  not  a  spirit 
as  they  at  first  had  supposed.  After  he 
had  eaten  some  fish  and  honey  he  spake 
the  words  with  which  our  lesson  opens. 

Verse  44.  These  are  the  words,  etc. 
Before  his  death  Christ  had  repeatedly 
assured  them  that  all  things  which  were 
spoken  of  him  in  the  whole  Word  of 
God  must  be  fulfilled.  They  know  that 
these  things  have  been  fulfilled  in  his 
case,  and  that  therefore  he  must  be  the 
one  contemplated  in  prophecy. 

Verse  45.  Then  opened  he  their 
understanding,  etc.  This  implies  that 
even  yet,  after  the  fulfillment  of  the 
declarations  of  the  Old  Testament  con¬ 
cerning  Christ,  they  did  not  properly 
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comprehend  the  Scriptures  in  respect 
to  their  teachings  about  the  Messiah. 
Their  minds  were  closed  so  that  the 
light  could  not  enter.  Therefore  an 
act  is  performed  upon  them  that  is  like 
unto  opening  the  natural  eyes  after 
having  been  blinded.  This  act  is  as¬ 
cribed  to  Christ  who  alone  has  power 
to  do  it  through  his  Holy  Spirit.  The 
object  and  result  of  this  was  the  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Scriptures.  There  are 
subjects  that  can  be  understood  by  the 
light  of  reason  alone,  but  in  order  to  a 
right  understanding  of  the  things  taught 
in  God’s  holy  word,  especially  those 
relating  to  Christ  and  his  salvation,  we 
need  eyes  that  have  been  wrought  upon 
by  the  power  of  Christ.  The  finest  and 
most  thoroughly  disciplined  minds  will 
utterly  fail  to  apprehend  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  or  many  portions  of  divine  truth 
unless  illuminated  by  the  spirit  of 
Christ.  In  perfect  accord  with  this  is 
the  declaration  of  our  catechism,  that 
we  cannot  by  our  own  reason  or  other 
natural  powers  come  to  Jesus  Christ  or 
believe  in  him. 

Verse  46.  And  thus  it  is  written, 
etc.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  point 
out  the  connection  of  this  verse  with 
what  precedes.  It  may  be  that  the 
thought  in  verse  44  is  again  resumed 
and  expressed  in  a  more  specific  man¬ 
ner.  There  the  Saviour  had  said  that 
all  things  written  in  the  Old  Testament 
must  be  fulfilled,  without  specifying 
what  these  things  were.  Here,  how¬ 
ever,  they  are  very  definitely  pointed 
out,  viz. :  Christ  must  suffer,  and  rise 
the  third  day,  etc.  That  these  events 
predicted  of  him  had  taken  place  they 
themselves  know,  havingseen  them  with 
their  own  eyes. 

Verse  47.  And  that  repentance 
and  remission  of  sins,  etc.  This  also 
depends  upon  “it  was  written.”  As 
it  had  been  ordained  of  God  that  Christ 
should  suffer  and  die,  so  also  that  re¬ 
pentance  and  forgiveness  should  be 
preached.  It  must  be  done — has  been 
done  to  a  great  extent — and  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  done  till  the  end.  Repent¬ 
ance  literally  means  a  change  of  mind 
or  purpose,  preceded  by  a  knowledge 
of  sin  and  sorrow  for  the  same,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  new  and  holy  life.  This  is 
one  of  the  subjects  that  must  be 


preached  :  God’s  heralds  do  not  choose 
their  own  messages,  but  bear  those  that 
are  given  them  by  God  himself.  Re¬ 
mission  of  sins.  This  is  the  same  as 
forgiveness  of  sin.  This  is  also  to  be 
preached,  and  in  close  connection  with 
the  other  subject — repentance.  The 
two  are  inseparable  in  fact.  Repentance 
will  most  assuredly  be  followed  by  re¬ 
mission  in  every  case.  Just  as  certainly 
as  repentance  has  taken  place  so  cer¬ 
tainly  also  has  sin  been  remitted.  Re¬ 
mission  of  sin  must  have  been  preceded 
by  repentance,  and  that  in  all  cases. 
Has  any  man  been  forgiven  ?  then  also 
has  he  repented  of  his  sins.  Repent¬ 
ance  in  order  to  remission,  remission 
only  in  case  of  repentance,  this  is  the 
grand  truth  that  must  be  preached 
among  all  nations  in  order  that  the 
Scriptures  may  be  fulfilled.  In  his 
name.  On  his  account  or  for  his  sake 
sins  are  to  be  forgiven.  By  his  au¬ 
thority  sinners  are  to  be  required  tore- 
pent,  and  are  to  be  assured  of  pardon 
in  that  case.  Among  all  nations. 
This  glorious  message  is  not  to  be  lim¬ 
ited  to  any  one  nation.  It  is  intended 
for  the  world.  Nor  does  it  mean  merely 
that  these  glad  tidings  may  be  pro¬ 
claimed  everywhere — they  must  be. 
The  message  must  be  actually  delivered 
among  all  nations.  Thus  it  is  written 
and  it  must  be  fulfilled.  Beginning 
at  Jerusalem.  What  an  act  of  mercy! 
Pardon  for  sin  first  to  be  announced  to 
that  wicked  city  whose  rulers  and  peo¬ 
ple  had  condemned  the  Saviour,  denied 
him  and  put  him  to  death  !  What  en¬ 
couragement  to  poor  penitents  to  trust 
the  grace  of  Christ. 

Verse  48.  And  ye  are  witnesses. 
They  are  to  testify  to  the  facts  in  the 
life  of  Christ,  especially  these  great 
ones  here  spoken  of — his  death,  his 
resurrection  and  his  ascension.  Upon 
these  facts  depends  the  gospel  of  the 
Son  of  God.  If  they  are  true  then  it  is 
true.  If  they  are  false,  so  also  is  the 
gospel  itself.  These  facts  are  to  be  pro¬ 
claimed  to  the  world  and  thoroughly 
substantiated  by  men  who  were  eye¬ 
witnesses  thereof.  This  shows  the  im¬ 
portance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  events 
in  the  life  of  Christ,  as  well  as  of  a 
strong  conviction  that  they  are  true. 

Verse  49.  I  send  the  promise  of  my 
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Father.  Christ  had,  before  his  death, 
assured  them  that  he  would  pray  the 
Father  to  send  them  another  Comforter 
— the  Holy  Spirit.  Till  this  promise 
should  be  fulfilled  they  are  directed  to 
remain  at  Jerusalem.  When  they  re¬ 
ceive  the  Spirit  promised  they  shall  be 
endued  with  power  from  on  high. 
This  points  out  to  us  the  source  of  our 
strength  and  the  secret  of  success  in  tes¬ 
tifying  for  Christ.  Without  this  power, 
obtained  with  and  through  the  Holy 
Spirit,  even  the  chosen  disciples  of  the 
Lord  were  not  competent  to  the  work 
assigned  them.  No  more  are  we  unless 
endued  with  the  same  power  from 
above. 

Christ  Ascending. 

Terse  50.  And  he  led  them  out  to 
Bethany.  This  is  not  inconsistent  with 
Acts  i.  12,  inasmuch  as  Bethany  is  a 
village  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Mt. 
Olivet.  Verse  51.  “  While  he  blessed 

them,”  etc.  The  word  rendered 
“ bless”  in  this  passags  means  “to 
speak  well  of,”  “to  favor,”  “to  pros¬ 
per.”  It  here  includes  the  idea  of 
wishing  them  well,  but  denotes  also 
that  a  blessing  is  actually  bestowed. 
How  significant  of  the  character  and 
work  of  Jesus.  His  last  act  is  to  bless. 
“  He  was  parted  from  them  and  carried 
up  to  heaven.’’  Whilst  he  is  impart¬ 
ing  a  blessing  to  his  friends  he  is  taken 
away  from  them,  lifted  up  above  them, 
and  carried  back  to  the  glorious  abode 
from  which  he  had  come.  Herein  he 
fulfilled  his  own  words,  “  I  go  to  the 
Father.’’  Thus  the  story  is  complete. 
He  dies — is  buried — rises  the  third 
day — and  ascends  into  heaven.  This 
last  is  an  act  of  greater  importance  than 
is  commonly  thought,  important  in  it¬ 
self  and  in  its  results.  Conceive  the 
circumstances  as  they  are  given  in  this 
lesson.  On  the  slope  of  the  Mount  of 
Olives  Jesus  stands  surrounded  by  his 
beloved  disciples.  All  at  once  he  is 
lifted  up  out  of  their  midst,  rising  higher 
and  higher  until  he  fades  from  their 
view.  One  moment  on  this  planet — the 
next  in  heaven. 

Verse  52.  And  they  worshiped 
him.  By  what  has  just  occurred  they 
seem  convinced  that  he  is  indeed  the 
one  that  should  redeem  Israel,  and  they 
give  expression  to  the  feelings  of  love 


and  joy  and  awe  that  are  called  forth 
in  their  minds.  Worship  is  the  proper 
expression  of  the  feelings  that  are  be¬ 
gotten  by  a  knowledge  and  contempla¬ 
tion  of  the  attributes  of  God.  Christ 
is  here  worshiped  by  his  own  apostles 
and  we  need  not  fear  to  follow  their 
example. 

And  returned  to  Jerusalem  with 
great  joy.  They  are  again  separated 
from  their  Lord,  but  it  is  with  very  dif¬ 
ferent  feelings  from  those  they  experi¬ 
enced  when  he  was  crucified.  The 
reason  of  the  change  needs  no  explana¬ 
tion.  Then  they  had  no  hope  that  he 
was  Israel’s  Redeemer,  now  they  are 
certain,  and  hence  their  joy. 

Terse  53.  And  were  continually 
in  the  temple,  etc.  Such  feelings 
and  hopes  as  the  resurrection  and  as¬ 
cension  of  Christ  had  awakened  seemed 
to  incline  them  to  go  into  the  temple 
— the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  such 
will  ever  be  the  effect  of  right  views  and 
feelings  in  respect  to  him.  But  the  heart 
that  has  grown  cold  toward  Christ  has 
become  indifferent  toward  the  house  of 
God. 

Praising  and  blessing  God.  The 
temple  is  the  place  peculiarly  fitting  for 
this  purpose.  For  this  it  has  been 
erected,  to  this  consecrated,  then  to 
the  praise  of  God  alone  let  it  be 
devoted. 


THE  INCARNATION. 

December  29.  John  i.  14-18. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

It  must  appear  very  singular  to  all  to 
have  a  lesson  on  the  birth  of  Christ 
immediately  after  one  on  the  ascension 
and  closely  following  several  others  on 
the  crucifixion  and  the  resurrection. 
All  we  have  to  say  is  that  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  such  an  awkward  and  unnatu¬ 
ral  succession  rests  not  with  us,  for  as  a 
church  we  feel  and  maintain  that  of  all 
the  days  in  the  year,  the  one  most  appro¬ 
priate  for  a  lesson  on  the  birth  of  Christ 
is  the  day  on  which  he  was  born,  and  the 
most  suitable  time  for  one  on  his  death 
or  resurrection,  or  ascension,  is  not  im¬ 
mediately  before  Christmas,  but  on  or 
near  the  days  on  which  these  events  re¬ 
spectively  occurred.  The  subject  chosen 
for  study  is  the  Incarnation.  The  lit¬ 
eral  meaning  of  this  word  is  “  in  the 
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flesh,”  and  the  thought  embodied 
therein  is  “God  manifest  in  the  flesh.” 

The  Divinity  of  Christ. 

Terse  14.  The  word  was  made 
flesh.  By  the  “Word”  here  is  meant 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  That  there  is 
something  very  peculiar  about  his  na¬ 
ture  is  evident  at  once  from  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  expression  here  used. 
Of  any  ordinary  human  being  no  one 
would  think  of  saying,  he  was  made 
flesh.  This  is  of  necessity  implied  in  the 
very  fact  that  he  has  an  existence.  We 
therefore  at  once  infer  from  the  lan¬ 
guage  used  that  this  “Word”  must 
have  existed  already  before  he  was  made 
flesh.  This  fact  is  clearly  taught  in 
various  passages  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  In  the  15th  verse  the  testimony 
of  John  on  this  point  is  given.  He  says 
of  Christ,  “  He  was  before  me.”  Now 
as  Christ  was  born  a  short  time  after 
John  there  can  be  no  sense  in  it  unless 
it  be  true  that  he  already  had  an  exist¬ 
ence  before  the  birth  of  John. 

Again  in  Matthew  xxii.  42-45,  the 
Saviour  himself  makes  it  appear  that 
David  in  spirit  called  him  Lord,  thus 
proving  that  even  before  David’s  time 
he  himself  was  in  existence.  His  op¬ 
ponents  admit  that  Christ  is  to  be  born 
after  David  and  called  his  son.  Now 
David  has  in  spirit  called  him  Lord. 
How,  therefore,  can  these  two  circum¬ 
stances  be  reconciled  with  each  other? 
How  can  he  be  David’s  Lord  and 
David’s  son?  or  how,  in  other  words, 
can  he  be  before  David  and  yet  not  be 
born  till  after  David’s  death?  This 
was  a  question  that  with  their  views  of 
Christ  no  man  was  able  to  answer  him, 
and  it  can  only  be  answered  satisfacto¬ 
rily  by  those  who  hold  that  Christ  in 
his  divine  nature  existed  before  David 
and  in  his  human  nature  not  till  after 
David. 

Again  in  John  viii.  5  7-58,  the  Saviour 
positively  declares  that  he  existed  al¬ 
ready  before  Abraham,  and  this  right 
after  an  objection  made  by  them  that 
he  could  not  have  seen  Abraham,  inas¬ 
much  as  he  was  not  yet  fifty  years  old. 
Now  Abraham  had  been  dead  already 
for  nearly  two  thousand  years,  and  yet 
Christ  in  the  most  solemn  and  emphatic 
manner  says,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
you,  “Before  Abraham  was,  I  am.” 


In  John  xvii.  5,  Christ  prays,  And 
now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with 
thine  own  self,  with  the  glory  which  I 
had  with  thee  before  the  world  was. 
This  dates  back  the  existence  of  Christ 
to  a  period  before  the  creation  of  the 
world,  or  more  than  four  thousand 
years  before  he  was  born  at  Bethlehem. 
This  view  is  supported  by  the  third  verse 
of  the  first  chapter  ir:  John,  in  which  it 
is  asserted  that  all  things  were  made  by 
him.  Of  course  he  must  have  been 
in  existence  before  “all  things  were 
made”  if  they  were  all  made  by  himself, 
as  is  positively  affirmed.  But  in  the  first 
verse  of  this  same  chapter  John  takes 
Christ  back  infinitely  farther,  when  he 
says,  “  In  the  beginning  was  the  word 
and  the  word  was  with  God.’J  This  in 
other  words  is  equivalent  to  saying,  that 
Christ  is  eternal  with  the  Father.  Thus 
the  pre-existence  of  him  who  is  called 
the  word  is  clearly  established  in  God’s 
word,  and  this  in  itself  makes  it  very 
probable  that  he  is  not  a  merely  human 
being  but  one  that  is  also  divine.  But 
what  we  would  naturally  infer  concern¬ 
ing  Christ’s  nature  is  clearly  and  abso¬ 
lutely  affirmed:  “and  the  Word  was 
God.”  This  statement  is  supported 
by  other  declarations  as  to  his  nature 
and  especially  by  the  wonderful  works 
which  he  wrought.  Therefore  he  who 
was  born  at  Bethlehem  is  justly  held 
to  be  not  a  mere  man,  but  a  divine 
being. 

The  Humanity  of  Christ. 

The  “  word”  was  made  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us.  This  clearly  states 
that  this  divine  being  who  existed  be¬ 
fore  David  and  Abraham,  yea  before 
the  creation  of  the  world,  even  in  the 
beginning,  became  man,  being  made 
in  the  likeness  of  men. 

“He  dwelt  among  us.”  Lived  on 
earth  for  a  period  of  about  thirty-three 
years,  being  known  and  seen  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  his  fellow-men.  There  was, 
therefore,  every  opportunity  to  test  his 
humanity. 

“  We  beheld  his  glory,”  etc.  Even 
whilst  he  dwelt  in  the  flesh  his  glory 
would  at  times  break  forth — a  glory 
that  was  manifestly  such  as  no  human 
being  could  possess — a  glory  as  of  th 
only  begotten  Son  of  God.  This  mae 
and  probably  does  refer  to  the  glory 
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that  shone  forth  from  Christ  in  the 
transfiguration.  But  it  also  evidently 
refers  to  the  glory  that  was  manifest  in 
his  whole  life,  character  and  work — 
Christ  was  a  glorious  being  throughout. 

Full  of  grace  and  truth.  This 
represents  his  character  to  us.  He 
abounds  in  grace  and  truth.  He  is 
merciful  and  kind,  he  desires  our  true 
and  eternal  welfare,  he  has  come  to  do 
us  good,  to  put  away  our  sins  and  thus 
deliver  us  from  eternal  death.  He  has 
come  also,  to  make  known  to  us  the 
truth ;  to  represent  to  us  the  things 
of  the  spiritual  world  as  they  are  in 
reality. 

Verse  15.  This  verse  is  parenthet¬ 
ical,  being  thrown  in  to  show  John’s 
view  in  regard  to  the  Messiah. 

Verse  16.  And  of  his  fullness  have 
all  we  received  The  fullness  of 
grace  and  truth  is  meant.  John  and 
others  are  able  to  testify  from  actual 
experience  that  Christ  imparts  these 
blessings  to  men.  And  grace  for  grace. 
Freely,  without  stint,  grace  upon  grace. 
Blessed  truth  ! 

Verse  17.  For  the  law  was  given 
by  Moses,  but  grace,  etc.  The  con¬ 
nection  of  this  with  the  preceding  is 
somewhat  difficult  to  point  out.  The 
law  could  come,  and  did  come  through 
Moses,  but  to  manifest  fully  the  grace 
of  God,  to  represent  eternal  and  heav¬ 
enly  things  as  they  actually  are,  was 
more  than  Moses  could  do.  For  this 
Christ  came. 

The  Revelation  of  the  Father. 

Verse  18.  No  man  has  seen  God 
at  any  time.  This  declaration  is  ab¬ 
solutely  correct.  True,  God  had  ap¬ 
peared  to  men  in  various  forms,  but 
yet  it  was  only  a  manifestation  of  him¬ 
self,  however  glorious  and  majestic. 
In  his  true  essence  and  nature,  no  man 
has  ever  seen  God. 

The  object  of  this  affirmation  seems 
to  be  to  show  that  no  man  is  compe¬ 
tent  to  reveal  God  to  us.  To  know 
him  he  must  be  seen  as  he  is  in  his 
true  inner  nature.  This  no  man  has 
done  or  can  do,  and  therefore,  no  mere 
human  being  can  properly  reveal  the 
Father  to  the  world.  Christ  thus  be¬ 
comes  an  absolute  necessity. 

The  only  begotten  son,  which  is 
in  the  bosom,  etc.  The  Son  being 


I  partaken  of  the  same  nature  is  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  know  the  Father  aright  and 
fully.  To  understand  even  many  of 
our  fellow-beings  properly,  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  we  be  of  a  kindred  nature 
with  them.  If  radically  unlike  them 
we  can  neither  understand  them  for 
ourselves  nor  declare  them  to  others. 
Christ  as  Son,  possessed  of  the  same 
nature  with  the  Father,  is  alone  com¬ 
petent  to  show  us  the  Father. 

He  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father. 
This  is  an  expression  to  denote  inti- 
!  mate  friendship  and  fellowship  be¬ 
tween  two  persons.  Christ,  in  addition 
to  being  the  Son,  and  by  virtue  of  his 
Sonship,  sustained  the  most  intimate 
relationship  to  God  and  had  the  most 
unrestricted  communion  with  him.  It 
is  implied,  therefore,  in  this  whole 
verse  that  Christ  having  the  same  na¬ 
ture  with  the  Father,  and  in  addition 
having  the  freest  access  to  the  Father, 
is  in  all  respects  qualified  to  make  him 
known  to  others.  Well  could  he  say, 
“  We  speak  that  we  do  know  and  testi¬ 
fy  that  we  have  seen.” 

He  hath  declared  him.  Presented 
him,  brought  him  forth  for  men  to  see. 
Christ  having  the  same  nature  with  the 
Father  would  be  as  great  a  perplexity 
and  mystery  to  us  as  God  himself,  did 
he  not  in  addition  have  another  nature, 
even  our  own.  Being  made  flesh,  he  is 
in  proper  condition  to  become  the  me¬ 
dium  between  God  and  man.  Hence 
he  could  say  as  he  did  to  Philip,  who 
had  asked  him  to  shew  the  Father  to 
them  :  He  that  hath  seen  me  hath 
seen  the  Father ;  and  how  sayest  thou 
then,  show  us  the  Father?  Believe 
me  that  I  am  in  the  Father  and  the 
Father  in  me. 

This  revelation  of  the  Father  to  us, 
made  through  Jesus  Christ,  is  not  merely 
calculated  to  communicate  to  us  interest¬ 
ing  information  concerning  the  attri¬ 
butes  and  disposition  of  the  Father,  it  is 
intended  to  communicate  to  us  a  knowl¬ 
edge  lacking  which  we  perish.  And 
this  is  life  eternal  that  they  might  know 
thee  the  only  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  thou  hast  sent.  How  import¬ 
ant  then  that  we  learn  to  know  the  Son, 
so  that  through  the  Son,  we  may  learn 
to  know  the  Father  and  thus  obtain 
eternal  life  ! 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHERS. 


BY  PROF.  E.  S.  BREIDENBAUGH,  M.  A. 


Tiie  Lerfi’s  Supper. 

Dec.  i  1878.  Luke  xxii.  10-20. 

Review  by  asking  the  children  sev¬ 
eral  questions. 

How  does  Satan  sometimes  try  to 
have  us  do  wrong  ?  How  did  he 
tempt  Eve  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  ? 
How  are  persons  sometimes  frightened 
into  doing  wrong?  Does  this  excuse 
us  ?  Can  any  evil  persons  really  harm 
us  for  doing  right  ?  Show  that  bodily 
injury  is  not  as  bad  by  any  means,  as 
injury  to  the  soul.  How  should  we,  if 
tempted,  follow  the  example  of  Jesus? 
Is  Jesus  saddened  by  our  wrong-doing? 


Repeat  the  Golden  Text  and  ask  for 
explanation. 

In  to-day’s  lesson  we  will  learn  one 
of  the  ways  of  being  made  strong,  that 
we  may  overcome  Satan  when  he  tries 
to  have  us  do  wrong.  As  introductory 
to  this  lesson  ask  the  following  ques¬ 
tions,  changing  them  as  you  deem  best:, 
or  according  to  the  answers  you  may 
receive ;  the  desired  answers  are  men¬ 
tioned,  Why  do  we  eat?  To  live  and 
to  gain  strength.  Does  it  make  any 
difference  as  to  those  who  eat  with 
you  ?  Do  you  like  tea  parties?  Why  ? 
Because  your  friends  are  with  you — to 
have  a  good  time.  We  often  have 
richer  food  at  parties.  Speak  of  be¬ 
ing  invited  to  dinner  or  supper  parties 
where  the  pastor  is — where  the  Presi- 
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dent  would  be— where  kings  are- 
speak  of  being  invited  to  the  house 
of  the  pastor  or  President.  You 
would  like  this?  You  eat  in  order  to 
grow  strong.  Some  kinds  of  food  are 
better  than  others  for  this — beef  and 
bread  and  milk  are  better  than  candy 
and  nuts  and  coffee. 

What  great  dinner  did  you  eat 
of  a  few  days  ago  ?  Thanksgiving.  It 
comes  each  year.  Speak  of  the  thanks¬ 
giving  of  the  Jews,  celebrated  each 
year,  called  the  Passover ;  ask  the 
children  questions  about  the  angel  of 
death  visiting  each  house  in  Egypt, 
where  the  mark  of  blood  was  not  on 
the  door  posts.  Describe  how  each 
year  the  Jews  celebrated  this  feast  of 
rejoicing  in  not  only  freedom  from  this 
terrible  visit  of  death  to  the  first-born, 
but  also  freedom  from  their  slavery  to 
the  Egyptians.  Speak  of  the  lamb, 
called  the  paschal  lamb.  All  good 
Jews  observed  this  feast.  To-day’s  les¬ 
son  tells  how  Jesus  and  his  friends  ob¬ 
served  this  feast  the  day  before  his  cru¬ 
cifixion.  The  reading  in  concert  of 
this  passage,  v.  7-20,  will  be  an  ex¬ 
cellent  way  of  impressing  these  facts 
on  the  minds  of  the  children.  (If  the 
passage  is  too  long  select  verses  7-14, 
19,  20.)  Jesus  said  to  his  disciples 
(v.  19)  that  Christians  should  come 
together  and  repeat  this  act  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  him.  So  several  times  each 
year  all  the  members  of  the  church 
come  together  in  the  church  and  cele¬ 
brate,  repeat  in  memory  of  Jesus,  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  Not  enough  is  eaten 
to  give  any  strength  as  mere  bread  and 
wine  would  give  it.  But  here  Christ¬ 
ians  come  together,  and  in  eating  and 
drinking  they  believe  that  Jesus  will 
be  with  them  and  will  enter  into  their 
souls  and  will  make  them  specially 
strong  to  resist  Satan  and  all  evil.  So 
this  food  is  the  best,  it  makes  the  soul 
strong. 

Jesus  said,  This  is  my  body— my  blood 
shed  for  you — for  you,  for  me,  for  each 
of  us.  How  much  Jesus  loved  us  that 
he  was  about  to  die  for  us  sinners. 

You  have  said  that  it  would  be  a  very 
great  honor  to  be  invited  to  the  king’s 
or  President’s  dinner  or  supper  table, 
but  this  is  whose  table  ?  The  Lord’s, 
the  great  King  of  heaven  and  earth, 


the  Ruler  of  our  souls.  Dear  little 
friends,  love  Jesus,  have  him  for  your 
friend.  He  asks  you  to  love  him,  to 
trust  him,  to  come  to  his  table,  having 
had  your  heart  made  clean  by  his 
blood. 

Repeat  the  Golden  Text.  For  as 
often  as  ye  eat  this  bread  and  drink  this 
cup,  ye  do  shew  the  Lord' s  death  till  he 
come.  1  Cor.  xi.  26. 


Tiie  Cross. 

Dec.  8.  Luke  xxiii.  33-46. 

Review  by  asking  what  is  a  supper 
party  ?  Why  enjoyed  ?  Why  want  the 
best  company  ?  Why  would  you  like  to 
eat  at  the  President’s  table?  Why  have 
Thanksgiving  day  ?  What  was  the  Pass- 
over  ?  Why  did  the  Jews  have  this  feast? 
When  and  how  did  Jesus  celebrate  this 
feast  the  evening  before  his  death? 
What  did  Jesus  say  when  he  broke  the 
bread?  Repeat  verse  19.  When  he  took 
the  cup?  Verse  20.  Why  do  Christians 
now  have  the  Lord’s  Supper  ?  Whose 
table  is  it  ?  Why  desirable  to  be  there? 
What  do  we  gain  by  it?  How  must 
our  hearts  be  in  order  to  gain  this 
strength?  To  whose  love  do  we  owe 
all  this?  Repeat  the  Golden  Text. 

To-day  we  have  as  our  lesson  the  cru¬ 
cifixion  of  Jesus — the  shedding  of  the 
blood  which  will  wash  our  souls  pure 
from  sin. 

An  excellent  application  of  the  truths 
of  this  passage  is  possible  by  showing 
first  the  lifting  up  of  the  serpent  by 
Moses  in  the  wilderness,  and  then  the 
greater  value  of  the  looking  to  the  cross 
of  Christ. 

The  Israelites  after  their  escape  from 
Egypt,  while  wandering  in  the  desert, 
before  they  reached  Canaan,  often  suf¬ 
fered  for  water.  On  one  such  occasion 
they  spake  against  God.  Numbers  xxi.. 
4-9.  God  punished  the  people  by  a 
terrible  plague  of  fiery  serpents,  who 
darting  their  fangs  into  the  body  of 
men,  women  and  children  caused  much 
suffering,  but  God  offered  relief.  Moses 
placed  a  serpent  made  of  brass  on  a 
pole,  and  each  person  who  looked  on  it 
was  healed  and  did  not  die  of  the 
poison.  I  wonder  if  any  were  so  foolish 
as  to  say,  I  don’t  believe  God  can  cure 
me;  I  won’t  look  at  the  serpent.  Every 
one  of  us  does  wrong.  Every  sinner, 
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God  says,  shall  die  and  his  soul  shall 
suffer  in  hell.  But  God  also  says :  I 
have  prepared  a  way  so  sinners  can  be 
cured  of  the  harm  of  sin.  I  have  a  way 
by  which  they  can  have  their  hearts 
cleansed.  How?  how  is  this?  every 
one  should  ask.  To  day’s  lesson  tells 
us.  After  Jesus  and  his  friends  had 
finished  the  feast  they  went  to  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  where  Jesus  prayed 
for  his  disciples  and  for  us.  Prayed  for 
us  long,  long  before  we  had  come  into 
the  world.  While  there  that  vile  traitor, 
Judas,  went  to  the  enemies  of  the  holy 
Jesus  and  said:  Come  I  will  show  you 
where  you  can  take  him.  With  a  great 
crowd  of  soldiers  he  went.  They  seized 
Jesus,  they  abused  him,  they  spit  on 
him,  they  slapped  him  in  the  face,  they 
reviled  him,  they  put  a  crown  of  thorns 
on  his  holy  head,  they  beat  with  rods 
that  body  which  contained  the  most 
loving  heart  that  has  ever  been  on  earth, 
and  then  when  the  ruler,  Pilate,  wished 
to  know  what  wrong  Jesus  had  done 
and  wished  to  release  him,  the  people 
cried  :  Away  with  him  !  Crucify  !  cru¬ 
cify  him  !  And  so  they  took  the  holy 
Son  of  God — that  Jesus  who  loved  and 
blessed  little  children — they  put  a  cross 
on  his  shoulders  and  led  him  away  to 
crucify  him.  After  he  had  cured  the 
sick,  healed  the  lame,  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  blind,  had  raised  the  dead,  had 
been  full  of  love  to  every  one,  had 
taught  them  how  to  lead  holy  lives, 
surely  these  people  will  not  crucify 
Jesus.  Yes;  they  could  not  abide  his 
being  so  pure  and  loving  and  holy.  If 
he  had  only  donesinful  things — had  only 
been  willing  to  say  to  the  people  when 
they  did  wrong  :  Well,  it  don’t  matter 
a  great  deal — all  would  have  been  well. 
They  would  have  thrown  their  hands 
up  and  praised  him,  but  he  was  too 
holy,  so  they  said  instead  Crucify  him. 

Read  verses  33-46  in  concert. 

Why  did  Jesus  allow  these  men  to 
crucify  him  ?  He  was  powerful  enough 
to  prevent  it !  He  died  because  he 
loved  us.  He — Jesus,  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Holy  One  who  knew  no  sin — died 
the  agonizing,  shameful  death  of  the 
cross  because  he  loved  us. 

How  did  he  show  his  love  ?  By  dying 
for  us.  Each  of  us  have  sinned,  each 
of  must  suffer  in  hell  unless  our  sins  are 


forgiven.  We  can  do  nothing  to  save 
ourselves ;  but  if  we  love  Jesus,  if  we 
come  to  him  and  say :  I  am  a  sinner,  I 
cannot  save  myself,  wash  my  soul  with 
thy  blood,  it  will  make  me  clean.  It 
only  can  make  me  fit  for  heaven,  this 
will  heal  our  sins.  This  is  why  Jesus 
died.  Yet  some  people  will  not  come 
in  this  way  to  Jesus.  I  hope  each  of 
you  will  come.  Thus  only  can  we  enter 
heaven. 

Unless  the  person  injured  by  the  ser¬ 
pents  looked  on  the  brazen  serpent  there 
was  no  cure.  Unless  we  come  to  Jesus 
our  sins  are  not  forgiven. 

To  succeed  in  getting  what  we  wish 
makes  us  glad  ;  we  have  joy ;  we  glory 
in  whatever  will  help  us  to  succeed  ; 
we  wish  our  sinful  nature  changed — we 
can  only  have  this  through  Jesus  ;  in 
him  we  should  glory.  We  repeat  as  our 
Golden  Text  what  St.  Paul  says  about 
this,  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save 
in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Gal.  vi.  14. 

And  this  is  enough  for  all. 


The  Walk  to  Emmaits. 

Dec.  15.  Luke  xxiv.  13-32. 

Review.  What  did  the  Israelites  com¬ 
plain  of?  What  happened  to  them  ? 
How  could  they  be  cured  ?  What  is 
the  punishment  of  our  sin  ?  Does  God 
provide  a  way  for  our  escape  ?  What 
is  it  ?  When  did  Jesus  go  after  the 
supper  ?  What  did  he  do  ?  What 
happened?  After  Judas  had  come  with 
the  soldiers  what  was  done  to  Jesus  ? 
What  did  the  people  say  Pilate  should 
allow  them  to  do  with  Jesus?  Why 
crucify  him  ?  Why  did  Jesus  allow 
them  to  crucify  them?  How  does 
his  death  do  anything  for  us  ?  Can  we 
find  any  other  way  to  escape  death  for 
our  sin — except  by  Jesus  ?  Repeat  the 
Golden  Text.  Why  should  we  glory? 

What  was  done  with  the  body  of 
Jesus  after  his  death  on  the  cross  ? 
Did  Jesus  remain  in  the  tomb?  Briefly 
refer  to  the  burial  of  Jesus,  the  guard 
of  soldiers  set  about  it,  the  rolling 
away  of  the  stone ;  the  appearance  of 
Jesus.  For  forty  days  Jesus  walked  on 
the  earth  ;  several  times  he  appeared 
to  and  spoke  with  his  disciples  and 
friends.  To-day’s  lesson  is  about  one 
of  these  visits.  Two  of  those  who  had 
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loved  Jesus  were  walking  from  Jerusa¬ 
lem  to  a  small  town  called  Emmaus, 
seven  miles  away  (use  map)  ;  of  course 
they  were  talking  of  the  death  of  Jesus, 
and  of  the  news  of  his  having  risen 
from  the  dead.  They  did  not  know 
what  to  make  of  this.  It  seemed  so 
very  strange.  Could  it  indeed  be  true  ; 
was  it  not  too  good  to  be  true  that  Jesus 
had  risen  from  the  dead?  You  see  these 
men  did  not  know  as  fully  as  we  do  who 
Jesus  was  ;  they  were  hardly  sure  about 
him  ;  while  they  were  walking  along 
a  stranger  to  them,  as  they  supposed, 
came  near — they  did  not  speak  to  him — 
he  asked  them  What  interests  you  so 
much  ?  What  are  you  speaking  of? 
Why  are  you  so  sad  ?  One  of  them, 
Cleopas,  said,  Why  who  are  you?  Where 
have  you  been?  Do  you  not  know 
what  has  been  happening  these  last 
few  days  ?  The  stranger  was  Jesus  him¬ 
self,  but  he  wished  to  speak  with  them 
without  their  knowing  him,  so  he  said  : 
Tell  me  of  these  things. 

These  two  then  related  what  had 
happened,  how  Jesus  had  been  betrayed 
and  reviled,  and  crucified,  and  dead, 
and  buried.  We  are  disappointed,  we 
had  hoped  he  would  do  much  for  the 
people.  W e  hoped  he  was  the  one  who 
was  spoken  of  long  ago  who  should  re¬ 
lease  the  people  from  the  punishment 
of  their  sins,  who  would  lead  them 
back  to  God.  But  he  is  dead — true  he 
Slid  something  about  rising  again — 
but  it  is  the  third  day.  Certain  of  our 
friends  have  been  to  the  sepulcher — it  is 
empty.  They  saw  angels  who  said 
Jesus  is  alive ;  but  they  did  not  see 
Jesus. 

Jesus  then  began  to  speak  to  them 
about  these  things;  first  he  reproved 
them  for  not  believing  Jesus,  repeat  in 
concert  verses  25-27.  Jesus  showed 
them,  as  we  said  last  Sabbath,  that  the 
death  of  Jesus  was  necessary  for  cleans- 
ir  g  our  hearts  from  sin,  for  saving  our 
souls.  This  is  all  we  know  of  what 
Jesus  said,  but  how  clear  and  truly  he 
must  have  told  them  of  all  these  things. 

When  Emmaus  was  reached  Jesus 
was  going  on,  but  being  asked  to  stop 
awhile,  he  did  so,  and  sat  down  to  a 
meal  with  them.  Jesus  then  gave 
thanks  for  the  bread  and  asked  God  to 
bless  it  to  their  use,  then  broke  bread 


and  gave  it  to  the  others.  And  then 
Jesus  opened  their  eyes,  and  allowed 
them  to  know  him  but  he  himself  then 
vanished  and  was  not  seen  any  more  at 
that  time. 

Repeat  in  concert  v.  32,  33,  to  show 
how  these  men  were  affected.  Do  you 
wish  we  could  see  Jesus  as  these  men 
did  ?  This  is  not  possible.  We  often 
think  Jesus  is  not  helping  us  to  keep 
right— we  often  think  he  is  far  away 
and  does  not  hear  us.  Jesus,  however, 
is  always  near  us  when  we  need  him — 
which  is  all  the  time — he  is  asking  us, 
What  is  the  matter?  We  do  not  hear 
him,  because  we  do  not  want  to.  He 
is  speaking  to  us  in  our  hearts,  in  that 
still  small  voice  of  conscience.  He 
is  helping  us — he  will  teach  us  if  we 
wish  to  learn,  but  we  must  listen,  for 
Jesus  teaches  us,  in  the  teaching  of 
your  teachers,  parents,  kind  friends, 
and  by  the  Bible,  when  we  are  told  what 
is  wrong  and  what  is  right,  and  how 
to  keep  from  sinning.  If  we  listen  to 
these  teachings  we  can  be  very  glad,  for 
Jesus  is  with  us  and  we  can  say  as  these 
men  of  our  lesson  said,  when  Jesus  had 
disappeared.  Repeat  the  Golden  Text, 
v.  32. 


Tiie  SiivioaCs  Last  Words. 

December  22.  Luke  xxiv.  46-53. 

Review.  Where  were  the  two  disci¬ 
ples  of  Jesus  going  ?  Of  what  were 
they  talking  ?  Who  spoke  to  them  ? 
Why  did  they  not  know  Jesus?  What 
did  they  say  made  them  sad  ?  What 
did  Jesus  say  was  wrong  in  wThat  they 
felt  and  said  ?  What  did  he  teach  ? 
How  did  these  men  discover  the  stran¬ 
ger  to  be  Jesus?  What  did  they  then  do? 
How  does  Jesus  help  us  and  how  speak 
to  us?  Why  do  we  not  hear  him? 
Repeat  the  Golden  Text. 

Jesus  appeared  a  number  of  times  to 
his  friends.  After  these  two  men  had 
gone  to  Jerusalem  to  tell  that  Jesus  had 
been  with  them.  While  the  disciples 
of  Jesus  were  together  in  the  room  Jesus 
appeared  in  their  midst.  They  recog¬ 
nized  him,  but  were  greatly  afraid — 
they  could  not  understand  it.  Jesus 
spoke  to  them,  Do  not  fear.  Why 
are  you  troubled  ?  Behold  my  hands 
1  and  my  feet  that  it  is  myself.  Handle 
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me  and  see,  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh 
and  bones,  as  ye  see  me  have. 

When  Jesus  had  quieted  their  fears, 
he  spake  to  them  as  he  had  done  to  the 
others  mentioned  in  the  last  lesson,  and 
now  he  told  them  that  they  were  to  go 
into  the  whole  world  and  that  all  peo¬ 
ple  were  to  learn  of  him. 

After  Jesus  had  thus  shown  himself 
at  different  times  to  his  disciples,  he 
led  them  out  to  Bethany  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Mount  of  Olivet  (use  the 
map).  Then  he  lifted  up  his  hands  and 
blessed  them,  and  while  they  were  look¬ 
ing  at  him  a  cloud  received  him,  and 
Jesus  passed  from  among  them  and  en¬ 
tered  heaven  again  as  he  had  come  from 
heaven  on  becoming  a  little  child  at 
Bethlehem  on  the  first  Christmas  morn¬ 
ing.  Once  again  Christ  shall  come  on 
earth  and  then  it  shall  be  to  judge  the 
whole  world.  It  will  be  well  then  with 
all  who  have  listened  to  his  teachings. 
The  sweetest  lesson  of  all  this  is,  he 
taught  his  disciples  among  his  last 
words  which  we  have  as  our  Golden 


Text,  Lo,  /  am  with  you  alway,  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  7Vorld.  Matt, 
xxviii.  20. 

Jesus  in  heaven  takes  our  prayer,  and 
through  his  asking  God  answers  them. 
The  spirit  of  Jesus  on  earth  teaches  us 
and  helps  us  in  doing  right. 

December  ag. 

Revieiu.  When  did  Jesus  appear  to 
a  number  of  his  disciples?  How  did 
Jesus  prove  that  it  was  not  a  spirit  ap¬ 
pearing  in  their  midst?  Where  did 
Jesus  lead  his  disciples  ?  What  did  he 
do  ?  What  happened  ?  Where  is  Jesus  ? 
When  will  he  come  again  ?  For  what? 
With  whom  will  it  be  well?  What 
were  among  the  last  words  of  Jesus? 
Repeat  Golden  Text.  What  does  Jesus 
do  in  heaven  ?  What  does  his  Spirit 
do  among  us  on  earth  ? 

For  to-day  teach  that  precious,  not 
too  often  told  story,  of  the  coming  of 
the  Christ  child.  Try  to  impress  as 
one  lesson,  Love  to  others  shown  by 
kind  acts. 


(Meanings  from  tljc  0rcat  jfirRi. 


NEWS  AND  NOTES. 


BY  REV.  S.  B.  BARNITZ. 


Evan.  Lutheran  S.  School  Conventions. 
—A  number  of  our  synods  and  conferences 
have  been  holding  Sunday-school  conventions 
or  devoting  certain  days  to  the  discussion  of 
questions  concerning  this  important  work  of  the 
church.  The  Nebraska  Synod  had  “  a  precious 
Sunday-school  day  ”  at  their  convention  in 
Nebraska  City.  The  secretary,  Rev.  J.  C.  Brod- 
fiihrer,  says  :  The  subjects  discussed  where  of 
a  practical  nature  and  called  forth  the  best 
thoughts  of  the  participants.  The  synod  re¬ 
solved  to  devote  one  day  of  the  next  annual 
convention  to  this  important  part  of  the  Mas¬ 
ter’s  kingdom.  The  president  of  synod  and 
pastor  loci  are  to  arrange  programme  for  a  Ger¬ 
man  Sunday-school  convention.  Rev.  J.  C. 
Brodfiihrer  was  chosen  as  delegate  to  the 
National  Lutheran  Sunday-school  Convention, 
Dr.  Rowe,  of  Ponca,  as  alternate. 

At  the  West  Branch  Conference  of  the  Sus- 
qneha>i7ia  Synod,  held  at  Turbotville,  Pa.,  the 
question,  “  What  ai  e  the  best  Methods  of 
Bible  Study  ?”  was  discussed  and  an  evening 
given  to  the  children.  The  secretary  says  ; 


Tuesday  evening  was  a  happy  time  for  the 
children,  as  that  was  the  time  set  apart  for  a 
children’s  meeting.  The  church  was  crowded 
to  its  utmost,  and  all  the  services  were  of  a 
most  delightful  and  entertaining  character. 

At  the  South-eastern  conference  of  the  Alle¬ 
ghany  Synod,  held  at  McConnelsburg,  Fulton 
county,  Pa.,  Wednesday  afternoon  was  de¬ 
voted  to  a  Sunday-school  meeting.  The 
president,  Rev.  G.  C.  Probst,  addressed  the  au¬ 
dience  on  “  Duties  of  church  members  to  the 
Sabbath-school.”  Short  addresses  were  de¬ 
livered  to  the  children  by  Revs.  Rhodes,  Zinn, 
Nuner,  Gruver,  Reese  and  Dr.  Van  Ormer.  A 
query  box  was  also  opened  and  many  interest¬ 
ing  questions  were  answered  by  the  brethren. 

These  are  encouraging  “  signs  of  the  times,” 
and  show  “  a  general  waking  up  ”  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  more  thorough  Bible  study  and 
the  training  of  the  children  in  the  love  of  God 
and  his  dear  Son. 

The  Miami  Synod  preceded  its  regular 
meeting  at  Brookville,  O.,  by  two  days  of 
Sunday-school  discussion,  and  had  a  well- 
chosen  programme  of  practical  subjects,  ably 
handled  by  practical  men  and  women.  The 
Observer,  of  October  25th,  has  over  a  column 
report  of  this  interesting  gathering,  which  clcses 
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as  follows:  This  convention  was  well  attended, 
and  all  the  performances  indicated  most  careful 
preparation,  and  two  days  of  solid  work  was 
done.  Our  workers  are  not  only  earnest,  but 
determined  to  qualify  themselves  to  meet  their 
responsibilities. 

The  East  Ohio  Synod,  at  its  recent  meet¬ 
ing,  in  New  Philadelphia,  devoted  the  whole 
of  Friday  to  the  Sunday-school  cause.  Rev.  G. 
Cal.  Kauffman,  the  energetic  secretary  says  : 
Important  subjects  were  discussed  during  the 
day,  and  a  children’s  meeting  was  held  in  the 
evening. 

Richland  County,  Ohio. — The  thirteenth 
semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Sunday-school 
Union  of  this  county,  will  be  held  December  5th 
and  6th,  at  Bellville,  the  call  says.  The  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  to  meet  questions  of  local  im¬ 
portance,  and  to  give  full  control  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  to  the  delegates,  have  decided  not  to  issue 
any  subjects  for  consideration  during  the  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  “  Union.”  Let  the  delegates 
therefore  come  together  and  present  such  ques¬ 
tions  for  discussion  as  are  particularly  interest¬ 
ing  to  their  respective  schools.  Let  schools, 
i  if  they  have  any  especial  questions,  send  them 
in  with  their  delegates  for  consideration.  Our 
cherished  friend  J.  H.  Emminger,  of  Mans¬ 
field,  is  president  of  this  Union.  We  also 
notice  the  names  of  ten  Lutherans  in  the  list  of 
township  vice  presidents,  and,  the  president  be¬ 
ing  about  ten  more,  our  church  will  surely  be 
well  represented  at  Bellville. 

A  Great  Invention. — The  Augsburg 
!  Teacher  delights  to  favorably  notice  improve- 

iments  or  inventions  which  have  for  their  object 
the  comfort  or  happiness  of  children,  either  as 
to  their  bodies  or  souls,  as  it  also  regards  it  a 
duty  to  condemn  nostrums  or  services,  which  are 
“  only  evil  continually.”  One  of  the  most 
comfortable  and  beautiful  inventions  we  have 
examined  for  many  a  day,  is  the  Erie,  Pa.,  Chair 
Company’s  ‘‘  Baby  Sleeping  Coach."  Its  con¬ 
struction  is  such  as  to  make  the  baby,  or  child 
up  to  four  years,  entirely  free  from  discomfort. 
Its  fine  steel  springs  and  adjustable  back  make 
it  a  perfect  gem  of  comfort.  Indeed  the  inven¬ 
tor  must  be  a  parent  who  having  witnessed  the 
jolting  to  which  the  tender  little  ones  were  ex¬ 
posed  by  harsh  springs  and  poor  upholstering, 
set  himself  to  the  task  of  improving  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  infantry.  Whoever  the  inventor  may 
be,  he  deserves  the  thanks  of  every  parent  and 
every  baby. 

Greatly  Mistaken. — In  so  many  things 
we  agree  with  our  Brother  Hazzard,  of  the 

!  National  Sunday-school  Teacher,  Chicago,  and 
so  greatly  admire  that  journal,  that  it  pains  us 
I  now,  not  only  to  disagree  with  him,  but  to  say 
I  emphatically  that  when  his  journal  published 
I  that  the  International  Executive  Committee 
proposed  that  “  the  publishers  should  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Lesson  Com¬ 
mittee,”  it  published  an  imagination  of  its 
own.  The  circular  of  the  committee  could 
not  be  twisted  into  anything  like  a  threat,  and 
the  committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
it  was  not  so  understood. 


Good  News.— The  English  Lutheran  Sunday- 
school  of  this  city  has  made  arrangements  for, 
and  commenced  the  work  of,  establishing  three 
mission  schools  under  its  auspices.  One  of 
these  schools  will  be  located  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  city,  another  in  the  northwestern, 
and  the  third  in  the  eastern  part,  near  the 
national  pike  railroad  crossing.  The  com¬ 
mittee  apoi»ted  to  locate  and  establish  the  latter 
has  already  made  encouraging  progress.  This 
is  a  good  work  well  begun. — Springfield  (0.,) 
Republic. 

“  Wise  as  Serpents,”  but  We  Are  not  so 
Sure  about  the  “  Harmlessness.” — A  firm 
in  New  York — Curtis  &  Co. —  sent  to  Wheel¬ 
ing  for  copy  of  jug-song,  programme,  How  to 
use  ?  jug-cut,  etc.,  and  now  advertise  “  The 
Little  Brown  Money  Jug”  as  though  it  was 
their  own  invention,  and  have  the  effrontery  to 
quote— as  though  che  Wheeling  Mission  Sunday- 
school  had  sent  it  to  them — “  one  of  the  most 
successful  plans  for  raising  money  our  Sunday- 
school  has  ever  tried.”  Verily  this  displays 
energy  and  Brass  ! 

A  Paper  for  Young  People. — The  Youth's 
Companion  of  Boston  employs  the  same  writers 
as  the  best  English  and  American  magazines, 
and  no  other  publication  for  the  family  furnishes 
so  much  entertainment  and  instruction  of  a 
superior  order  for  so  low  a  price.  Among  its 
contributors  are  Dinah  Muloch  Craik,  Miss 
Yonge,  J.  T.  Trowbridge,  Louisa  M.  Al- 
cott,  Henry  W.  Longfellow,  James  T. 
Fields,  John  G.  Whittier,  and  nearly  fifty  of 
the  best  story-writers.  " 

"Marshall  County,  W.  Va. — The  Quarterly 
Sunday-school  Convention  of  this  county,  re¬ 
cently  held  at  Roberts  Ridge,  show  it  to  be  one 
of  the  best  organized  counties  of  the  State. 
The  convention  was  largely  attended,  well- 
managed  and  fruitful  in  results.  The  most 
substantial  citizens  of  Marshall — old  and  young 
— take  part  in  these  quarterly  gatherings,  and 
work  in  the  Sunday-school  when  they  go 
home. 

The  Sunday  Guest. — This  beautiful  little 
monthly,  by  Pastor  Wenner,  is  on  our  table 
and  is  full  of  good  things.  It  is  furnished  at 
three  cents  a  copy,  or  thirty -five  cents  a  year  ; 
and  five  copies  for  one  dollar.  Sunday-schools 
able  to  take  another  paper  in  addition  to  the 
Sunday-school  Herald,  cannot  get  a  better 
one  than  The  Sunday  Guest ;  but  the  Herald 
first. 

Mahoning  County,  Ohio. — The  third  semi¬ 
annual  convention  of  the  Sunday-school 
Union  of  this  county,  was  held  at  Ellsworth, 
October  22d  and  23d.  The  general  programme 
was  the  same  as  that  of  the  Atlanta  Conven¬ 
tion,  the  details  being  applicable  to  the  work  of 
Mahoning  county.  The  convention  was  a 
success. 

Christmas  Exercise. — E.  S.  German,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  has  just  issued  a  concert  ex¬ 
ercise  or  Christmas  Reading  with  hymns  appro¬ 
priate.  Price,  $2.00  per  hundred.  The  selec¬ 
tions  are  good.* 
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Lesson  X L  VII I.  International  Bible  lessons. 


Dec.  1 ,  1878. 

Luke  xxii.  10-20. 


THE  LORD'S  SUPPER. 


10.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Behold,  when  ye 
are  entered  into  the  city,  there  shall  be  a  man 
meet  you,  hearing  a  pitcher  of  water ;  follow 
him  into  the  house  where  he  entereth  in. 

11.  And  ye  shall  say  unto  the  good  man  of  the 
house,  The  Master  saith  unto  thee,  Where  is 
the  guest-chamber,  where  I  shall  eat  the  pass- 
over  with  my  disciples? 

12.  And  he  shall  shew  you  a  large  upper  room 
furnished:  there  make  ready. 

13.  And  they  went,  and  found  as  he  had  said 
unto  them :  and  they  made  ready  the  passover. 

14.  And  when  the  hour  was  come,  he  sat  down, 
and  the  twelve  apostles  with  him. 

15.  And  he  said  unto  them,  With  desire  I  have 
desired  to  cat  this  passover  with  you  before  I 
suffer : 


16.  For  1  say  unto  you,  I  will  not  any  more  eat 
thereof,  until  it  be  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

17.  And  he  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks,  and 
said.  Take  this,  and  divide  it  among  yourselves: 

18.  For  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  hot-drink  of  the 
fruit  of  the  vine,  until  the  kingdom  of  God  shall 
come. 

19.  N  Ami  he  took  bread,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  brake  it,  and  gave  unto 
them,  saying, This  is  my  body,  which  is 
given  for  you  :  this  do  iu  remembrance 
of  me. 

29.  F,i  he  wise  also  She  cup  after  supper, 
saying.  This  cup  is  the  new  testament  in 
my  blood,  whicn  is  shed  for  you. 


CENTRAL  TEXT— Verses  19 
and  20.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT— Disciples 
remember  their  Lord’s  death. 

GOLDEN  TEXT- -“For  as 
often  as  ye  eat  this  bread  and 
drink  this  cup,  ye  do  show  the 
Lord's  death  tiil  he  come.”  1 
Cor.  xi.  26. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS, 

M.  Luke  xxii.  10-20. 

T.  Exodus  xii.  1-14. 

W.  2  Chron.  xxx.  13-20. 
Th.  John  i.  29,  30. 

F.  John  vi.  47-58. 

Sat.  Rev.  iii.  20-22. 

S,  Rev.  xix.  4-9. 


BRIEF  N0TE3 .— The  feast  of 
the  Passover  was  instituted  in 
commemoration  of  the  deliv¬ 
erance  of  the  children  of  Israel 
from  death  during  that  terrible 
night  in  which  the  first-born  of 
the  Egyptians,  throughout  all 
the  land,  were  destroyed.  The 
Lord’s  Supper  very  appropri¬ 
ately  takes  its  place,  inasmuch 
as  it  commemorates  an  event 
by  which  the  world  was  re¬ 
deemed  from  a  death  vastly  more  terrible  than  that  inflicted  by  the  destroying  angel  upon  the 
first-horn  ot  Egypt.  A  lamb  slain  in  the  temple,  hitter  herbs,  wine,  unleavened  bread,  and  a 
room  furnished  with  table  and  couches,  -were  necessary  to  the  observance  of  this  feast  at  the 
time  referred  to  in  the  lesson.  From  ten  to  twenty  persons  took  part  in  eating  one  paschal 
iamb.  The  time  was  the  14th  of  Nisan,  corresponding  to  our  5th  of  April.  The  day  of  the  week 
was  our  Thursday;  in  this  particular  celebration,  the  hour  about  six  in  the  evening.  At  the  time 
of  this  great  feast,  to  accommodate  the  immense  multitude  that  gathered  together  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  the  houses  of  the  citizens  were  all  open  to  receive  guests.  Tne  fir9t  cup  was  not  the  cup  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  but  of  the  Passover.  The  bread  was  the  unleavened  cake  eaten  with  the  lamb. 


Explanatory  Questions. 


1.  What  great  feast  was  at  hand  ? 

2.  What  preparations  were  needed  for  its  cele¬ 

bration? 

3.  Who  were  to  make  these?  How  were  they 

to  find  the  place  where  Christ  proposed  to 
eat  the  Passover?  Were  these  directions 
sufficient? 

4.  Who  is  meant  by  the  good  man  of  the  house? 

What  by  the  guest-chamber?  In  what  part 
of  the  house  was  it  ?  What  was  in  it  ? 

5.  When  did  the  Saviour  and  His  apostles  eat 

the  Passover?  What  time  is  denoted  by 
“the  hour?”  See  Matt.  xxvi.  20. 

6.  How  many  persons  took  part  in  the  eating 

of  a  single  lamb  ?  What  position  did  they 
take  at  the  table  ? 

7.  What  were  the  feelings  of  Christ  in  respect 

to  this  particular  Passover  ?  The  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  clause,  “  With  desire  I  have  de¬ 
sired?”  Why  did  the  Saviour  particularly 
desire  to  eat  this  Passover  with  his  apos¬ 
tles?  Verse  16. 

8.  When  would  he  eat  and  drink  with  them 

again?  The  precise  meaning  of  these  two 
expressions  ? 

9.  W hat  did  the  Saviour  then  take,  do  and  say  ? 

Is  this  cup  that  of  the  Passover,  or  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper? 

10.  What  did  Christ  then  do  with  the  bread? 

What  kind  of  bread  is  meant?  How  did 
it  happen  to  be  on  hand? 


11.  What  remarkable  declaration  did  he  make 

as  he  gave  the  bread  to  his  disciples  ?  Has 
the  Christian  Church  come  to  an  agree¬ 
ment  as  yet  concerning  the  meaning  of 
this  passage  ?  What  was  the  result  of  the 
controversies  that  grew  out  of  its  discus¬ 
sion? 

12.  What  was  to  be  the  object  of  this  eating?  Is 

this  the  only  object  of  the  Lord’s  Supper? 

13.  What  did  he  do  with  the  cup?  Which  cup 

is  referred  to?  What  did  he  say  of  it? 
Meaning  of  “  new  testament”  here?  “In 
my  blood?”  Of  the  whole  declaration? 

14.  Who  besides  the  apostles  are  included  in 

the  command,  “  This  do  in  remembrance 
of  me?”  On  what  authority? 

15.  What  preparation  do  we  need  to  eat  this 

supper  ?  Where  do  we  find  our  directions? 

16.  Will  Christ  be  present  at  his  table  now  ? 

17.  Was  it  mere  chance  that  the  Lord’s  Supper 

was  instituted  at  the  time  of  the  Feast  of 
the  Passover?  Why  was  it  proper  that  it 
should  be  appointed  at  this  particular 
time  ? 

18.  Of  what  is  a  worthy  partaking  of  the  Lord’s 

Supper  a  pledge  to  ns  ? 

19.  Will  those  who  despise  the  Lord’s  Supper 

on  earth  have  part  in  the  “  Marriage  Sup¬ 
per”  when  Christ  comes  in  his  Kingdom? 


HYMN. 

-Eat,  drink,  in  mem’ry  of  your  friend,” 
Such  was  our  Master’s  last  request, 

Who  all  the  pangs  of  death  endured, 

That  we  might  live  forever  blest. 

Tes,  we’ll  record  Thy  matchless  grace, 
Thou  dearest,  tend’rest,  best  of  friends ! 
Thy  dying  love  the  noblest  praise 
Of  long  eternity  transcends. 


L.  M. 

'Tis  pleasure  more  than  earth  can  give. 

Thy  goodness  through  these  veils  to  see : 
Tliy  table  food  celestial  yields ; 

And  happy  they  who  sit  with  Thee. 

But  oh,  what  vast,  transporting  joys 
Shall  fill  our  breasts,  our  tongues  inspire, 
When,  join’d  with  you  cetestiaL  train, 

Our  grateful  souls  Thy  love  admire. 
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4th  Quarter.  AUGSBURG  LESSON  LEAF.  Dec.  8,  1878. 

Lesson  XL1X.  International  Bible  Lessons.  Luke  xxiii.  33-46. 


THE  CROSS. 


33.  And  when  they  were  come  to  the  place 
which  is  called  Calvary,  there  they  crucified 
him,  and  the  malefactors,  one  on  the  right 
hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left. 

34.  t  Then  said  Jesus,  Father,  forgive  them ; 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do.  And  they 
parted  his  raiment,  and  cast  lots. 

35.  And  the  people  stood  beholding.  And  the 
rulers  also  with  them  derided  him ,  saying,  He 
saved  others;  let  him  save  himself,  if  he  he 
Christ,  the  chosen  of  God. 

36.  And  the  soldiers  also  mocked  him,  coming 
to  him,  and  offered  him  vinegar, 

37.  And  saying,  If  thou  be  the  King  of  the 
Jews,  save  thyself. 

38.  And  a  superscription  also  was  written 
over  him  in  letters  of  Greek,  and  Latin,  and 
Hebrew,  THIS  IS  THE  KING  OF  THE  JEWS. 

39.  T  And  one  of  the  malefactors  which  were 
hanged  railed  on  him,  saying,  if  thou  be  Christ, 
save  thyself  and  us. 


40.  But  the  other  answering  rebuked  him. 
saying,  Dost  not  thou  fear  God,  seeing  thou 
art  in  the  same  condemnation? 

41.  And  we  indeed  justly  ;  for  we  receive  the 
due  reward  of  our  deeds  :  but  this  man  hath 
done  nothing  amiss. 

42.  And  he  said  unto  Jesu3,  Lord,  remember 
me  when  thou  comest  into  tliy  kingdom. 

43.  And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Verily  1  say 
unto  thee,  To-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in 
paradise. 

44.  And  it  was  abont  the  sixth  h«nr, 
and  there  was  a  darkness  over  all  the 
earth  until  the  ninth  honr. 

45.  And  the  snn  n  as  darkened,  and  the 
vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  the  midst. 

46.  U  And  when  Jesns  had  cried  with  a 
loud  volee,  he  said.  Father,  into  thy 
hands  I  commit  my  spirit:  and  having 
said  thus,  he  gave  np  the  ghost. 


BRIEF  NOTES,—1 Cal vary  is 
the  Latin  word  for  skull  ;  Gol¬ 
gotha,  a  Hebrew  term,  denotes 
the  same  thing.  The  place  was 
so  called  either  on  account  of 
its  resemblance  to  a  human 
skull,  or  because  of  the  skulls 
accumulated  there  from  for¬ 
mer  executions  of  criminals. 
“  Vinegar,”  a  cheap  sour  wine 
used  by  the  poor  and  by  sol¬ 
diers.  These  soldiers  probably 
mockingly  drank  a  toast  to  the  King  of  the  Jews,  and  this  act  of  mockery  may  have  been  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  superscription.  “When  thou  comest,”  etc.  This  is  really  an  acknowdedgment 
of  Christ  as  King,  in  spite  of  his  crucifixion,  and  the  request  to  be  admitted  into  his  kingdom  at 
its  coming  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  faith  in  the  mercy  of  the  Redeemer. 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  44- 

46.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT.— Christ  was 
crucified  for  sinners. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “  God  forbid 
that  I  should  glory  save  in  the 
cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.’’ 
—Gal.  vi.  14. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS 

M.  Luke  xxiii.  33-46. 

T.  Isaiah  liii.  4-11. 

W.  Ps.  xxii.  7-19. 

Th.  Matt.  ix.  1-8. 

F.  Acts  xiii.  32-41. 

Sat.  Heb.  ix.  24-28. 

S.  Heb.  x.  11-22. 


Explanatory  Questions. 


r.  What  was  the  sentence  pronounced  against 
Christ  after  his  trial?  Through  whom  to 
be  executed  ?  At  what  place  ?  From  what 
circumstance  were  the  different  names 
of  this  place  derived? 

2.  By  what  mode  was  he  to  be  put  to  death  ? 

Describe  the  same. 

3.  Who  were  to  be  crucified  with  him  ?  How 

were  they  placed  in  relation  to  Christ  ? 

4.  What  persons  followed  him  to  the  place  of 

execution  ? 

5.  What  were  the  feelings  of  Christ  toward  his 

persecutors  as  manifest  in  his  prayer  ?  On 
what  ground  did  he  ask  that  they  should 
be  forgiven  ?  Is  ignorance  an  excuse  for 
sin  ?  Has  it  any  effect  in  mitigating  pun¬ 
ishment  ? 

C.  In  what  way  was  the  raiment  of  Christ  dis¬ 
posed  of  ?  Was  this  according  to  the  cus¬ 
tom  among  Roman  soldiers  ?  Had  this 
disposition  of  his  raiment  been  foretold  ? 
Give  the  language  of  the  Psalmist.  Ps. 
xxii.  18. 

7.  What  were  the  feelings  of  the  bystanders 

toward  Christ?  How  manifested  by  the 
rulers  ?  By  the  soldiers  ?  By  the  male¬ 
factor  ?  YVas  the  superscription  also  in¬ 
tended  to  ridicule  Christ  ? 

8.  How  can  the  act  of  the  soldiers  in  offering 

him  vinegar  be  regarded  as  mockery  ? 
What  is  denoted  by  the  vinegar  spoken  of? 

9.  What  was  the  object  of  superscriptions  in 

general  ?  Why  made  in  these  three  lan¬ 
guages  in  this  case  ? 


10.  What  spirit  did  the  other  malefactor  show? 

11.  How  did  he  rebuke  his  companion  ? 

12.  What  did  he  ask  of  the  Saviour  ?  The  mean¬ 

ing  of  this  ? 

13.  What  must  have  been  his  belief  concerning 

Christ  and  his  kingdom  ?  How  does  his 
petition  manifest  his  faith  in  the  grace  of 
Christ?  Had  his  sense  of  his  unworthi¬ 
ness  anything  to  do  with  his  turning  to 
Christ  in  prayer  ? 

14.  What  was  Christ’s  answer  to  this  prayer? 

What  place  is  meant  by  “paradise?” 
Does  the  answer  imply  that  his  sins  were 
forgiven ;  that  he  would  be  admitted 
into  heaven  ? 

15.  What  does  this  answer  show  us  in  regard  to 

Christ  as  a  Saviour?  What  encourage¬ 
ment  does  it  give  to  sinners  now  ?  Should 
his  case  be  used  as  an  argument  by  sin¬ 
ners  to  postpone  repentance  till  they 
come  to  die?  See  Rom.  ii.  4  and  Peter iii.9. 

16.  What  remarkable  events  occurred  now  ? 

What  others  that  are  not  mentioned  here? 
What  conviction  did  these  things  produce 
on  the  centurion’s  nind  ?  What  was  sig¬ 
nified  by  the  rending  of  the  vail  ? 

17.  What  did  Christ  say  immediately  before  his 

death  ?  W  hat  comfort  is  this  to  his  saints 
now  ? 

18.  What  was  the  chief  object  of  Christ’s  death  ? 

19.  Has  it  been  of  any  benefit  to  us  alsq? 

20.  What  will  be  the  fate  of  those  who  despise 

the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  ? 


HYMN. 

Alas  !  and  did  my  Saviour  bleed, 

And  did  my  Sov’reign  die  ? 

Would  He  devote  that  sacred  head 
For  such  a  worm  as  I  ? 

Was  it  for  crimes  that  I  had  done 
He  groaned  upon  the  tree? 


C.  M. 

Amazing  pity  !  grace  unknown! 

And  love  beyond  degree  ! 

Well  might  the  sun  in  darkness  hide, 
And  shut  his  glories  in, 

When  Christ  the  mighty  Maker  died 
For  man  the  creature’s  sin. 
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Luke  xxiv.  13-32. 


THE  WALK  TO  EMMAU3. 


13.  IT  And,  behold,  two  of  them  went  that 
same  day  to  a  village  called  Emmaus,  which 
was  from  Jerusalem  about  threescore  furlongs. 

14.  And  they  talked  together  of  all  these 
things  which  had  happened. 

1'’.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  while  they  com¬ 
muned  together  and  reasoned,  Jesus  himself 
drew  near,  and  went  with  them. 

16.  But  their  eyes  were  holden  that  they 
should  not  know  him. 

17.  And  he  said  unto  them,  What  communi¬ 
cations  are  these  that  ye  have  one  to  another, 
as  ye  walk,  and  are  sad  ? 

18.  And  the  one  of  them  whose  name  was 
Cleopas,  answering  said  unto  him,  Art  thou 
only  a  stranger  in  Jerusalem,  and  hast  not 
known  the  things  which  are  come  to  pass 
there  in  these  days  ? 

19.  And  he  said  unto  them,  What  things? 
And  they  said  unto  him,  Concerning  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  which  was  a  prophet  mighty  in  deed 
and  word  before  Cod  and  ail  the  people  : 

20.  And  how  the  chief  priests  and  our  rulers 
delivered  him  to  he  condemned  to  death  and 
have  crucified  him. 

21.  But  we  trusted  that  it  had  been  lie  which 
should  have  redeemed  Israel :  and  beside  all 
this,  to-day  is  the  third  day  since  these  things 
were  done. 

22.  Yea,  and  certain  women  also  of  our  com¬ 
pany  made  us  astonished,  which  were  early  at 
the  sepulchre : 


23.  And  when  they  found  not  his  body,  they 
came,  saying,  that  they  had  also  seen  a  vision 
oi  angels,  which  said  that  he  was  alive. 

24.  And  certain  of  them  which  were  with  us 
went  to  the  sepulchre,  and  found  it  even  so-  as 
the  women  had  said  but  him  they  saw  not. 

25.  Then  he  said  unto  them,  O  fools,  and  slow 
of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have 
spoken : 

26.  Ought  not  Christ  to  have  suffered  these 
things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ? 

27.  And  beginning  at  Moses  and  all  the  prop di¬ 
ets,  he  expounded  unto  them  in  all  the  scrip¬ 
tures  the  things  concerning  himself. 

28.  And  they  drew  nigh  unto  the  village, 
whither  they  went:  and  he  made  as  though  he 
would  have  gone  further. 

29.  But  they  constrained  him,  saying,  Abide 
with  us:  for  it  is  toward  evening,  and  the  day 
is  far  spent.  And  he  went  in  to  tarry  with 
them. 

30.  And  it  canae  to  pass,  as  he  sat  at 
Biieat  with  them,  he  look  bread  and 
blessed  it,  and  brake,  and  gave  to  them. 

31.  And  their  eyes  were  opened,  and 
they  knew  him;  and  he  vanished  mil 
of  their  sight. 

32.  fml  they  said  one  to  another,  Did 
not  «nr  heart  burn  within  us,  while  he 
talked  with  us  by  the  way,  and  while 
he  opened  tons  the  scriptures  ? 


CENTRAL  TEST, -Verses  30- 
32.  Commit  to  memory1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9. 

LESSON  TAUGHT— Jesus  ful¬ 
filled  all  Scripture. 

GOLDEN  TEXT,— “And  they 
said  one  to  another.  Did  not 
our  heart  burn  within  11s,  while 
he  talked  with  us  by  the  way7, 
and  while  he  opened  to  us  the 
Scriptures.”  Verse  32. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  I, uke  xxiv.  13-32. 

T.  Gen  xviil.  17-33. 

W.  James  il.  17-26. 

Til.  Rev.  xxi.  1-17. 

E.  Mark  viii.  31-38. 

Sat.  2  Peter  i.  12-21. 

S.  Jolinxiv.  16-26. 


BRIEF  NOTES— “Communed 
and  reasoned”— they  talked  ot 
what  had  occurred  and  of  wl :  1, 
they  had  heard,  weighing  each 
fact  as  to  its  bearing  upon  the 
question,  Whether  Christ  was 
he  which  should  redeem  Is¬ 
rael?  Some  of  the  things  that 
had  happened  led  them  to  hope 
that  he  was  such  ;  others  mailt: 
them  doubt  and  fear.  “  Bools” 


here  means  persons  slow  of  un- 
derstanding,  and  it,  with  the  expression  following,  denotes  want  of  susceptibility  of  both  mind 
and  heart  for  the  things  spoken  by  the  prophets  in  relation  to  himself.  “Expounded” — gave 
the  meaning  and  showed  the  application  of  passages  of  Scripture  that  referred  to  himself. 

Our  heart  burned’’ — we  listened  with  pleasure  and  interest  to  his  words,  and  felt  a  warm  af¬ 
fection  towards  him. 


Explanatory  Questions. 


1.  Who  met  the  two  disciples  011  the  way  to 

Emmaus? 

2.  How  were  they  engaged  at  the  time 

3.  Why  did  they7  not  immediately7  recognize 

the  Saviour?  May  Christ  at  times  be  with 
us,  and  yet  we  not.  know  it?  How  ? 

4.  What  question  did  Christ  ask  :hem?  What 
■  was  the  cause  of  the  sadness  he  perceived 

in  them  ?  Does  lie  know  when  we  are 
distressed  in  ruind  ? 

5.  What  answer  did  Cleopas  give?  What 

things  did  he  refer  to? 

6.  What  hope  had  they  cherished  concerning 

it?  What  had  taken  away  this  expecta¬ 
tion  ?  Does  the  death  of  Christ  affect  our 
hopes  as  it  did  theirs  ?  W hy  not  ? 

7.  What  had  they  heard  to  revive  their  hope 

again  ?  Why  did  not  these  reports  re¬ 
move  their  doubt  and  disappointment 
fully?  In  what  way7  is  unbelief  still  a 
cause  of  perplexity7  and  sadness  to  men’s 
minds  ? 

8.  How  did  Christ  show  them  that  the  fact  of 

his  death  was  no  evidence  of  his  not  be¬ 
ing  the  Redeemer  of  Israel  ? 

9.  The  meaning  of  “  Moses  ”  here?  The  proph¬ 

ets?  Of  “expounding?”  See  Duke  iv.  16- 
22  ;  Acts  vii  i.  32-35. 


10.  What  effect  would  a  proper  understanding 

of  the  facts  of  Scripture  have  upon  un¬ 
belief  in  general ? 

11.  What  effect  is  it  likely  that  communion  with 

Christ  had  upon  their  journey?  What 
effect  will  it  certainly  have  upon  our 
life’s  journey  ? 

12.  What  invitation  did  these  two  disciple 

give  the  Saviour?  What  reasons  for  be 
lieving  it  to  be  sincere  and  not  merely 
formal? 

13.  At  what  time  of  life  is  this  prayer,  “Abide 

with  us”  specially  needful  and  appropri¬ 
ate?  What  time  of  each  day  ? 

14.  In  what  act  was  Christ  engaged  as  their 

eyes  were  opened?  Is  there  any  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  breaking  of  bread  and 
the  opening  of  their  eyes? 

15.  What  was  the  result  of  their  eyes  being 

.opened  ?  What  is  needful  that  we  may 
know  Christ? 

16.  What  did  they  say  to  one  another  after  the 

Saviour  had  disappeared  ?  What  is  meant 
thereby?  What  was  the  cause  of  it?  How 
may  our  hearts  be  similarly  affected  1 


HYMN.  103. 

Abide  with  me  ;  fast  falls  the  even-tide ;  I  When  other  helpers  fail,  and  comforts  flee. 

The  darkness  deepens :  Lord  with  me  abide  !  |  Help  of  the  helpless,  oh,  abide  with  me  ! 
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Lesson  LI.  International  Bible  Lessons.  Luke  xxiv.  44-53. 


TEE  SAVIOUR’ 

44.  And  he  said  unto  them,  These  are  the 
words  which  I  spake  unto  you,  while  I  was  yet 
with  you,  that  all  things  must  be  fulfilled 
which  were  written  in  the  law  of  Mnses,  and  in 
the  prophets,  and  in  the  psalms  concerning  me. 

45.  Then  opened  he  their  understanding,  that 
they  might  understand  the  scriptures, 

46.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Thus  it  is  written, 
.and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  tosutfer,  and  to  rise 
from  the  dead  the  third  day  : 

47.  And  that  repentance  and  remission  of 
sins  should  be  preached  in  his  name  among  all 
nations,  beginning  at  -Jerusalem. 

43.  And  ye  are  witnesses  of  these  things. 


S  LAST  WORDS. 

49.  And,  behold,  I  send  the  promise  of  my 
Father  upon  you :  but  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with  power 
from  on  high. 

50.  If  And  he  led  them  out  as  far  ns  to 
Bethany;  an<l  he  lifted  U[>  his  hands, 
and  blessed  them. 

51.  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  he 
blessed  them,  he  was  parted  from  them, 
and  carried  up  into  heaven. 

5-2.  And  they  worshiped  him,  and  returned 
to  Jerusalem  with  great  joy; 

53.  And  were  continually  in  the  temple, 
praising  and  blessing  God.  Amen. 


CENTRAL  TEST.— Verses  55 
and  51.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  T  AU  GHT. —Saints  are 
Christ’s  witnesses. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “  Lo,  1  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world.”  Matt, 
xxviii.  20. 


BRIEF  NOTES. — Christ  in  his 
discourses  frequently  declared 
that  the  things  ■written  by  the 
prophets  concerning  himself 
must  be  fulfilled ;  and  he  is 
deeply  concerned  that  his  dis¬ 
ciples  and  the  world  should  be 
made  to  see  that  they  have  been 
fulfilled  in  him.  This  is  espec¬ 
ially  true  in  regard  to  the  emi¬ 
nently  important  declaration 
and  facts  concerning  his  death 
and  resurrection.  “Moses” 

here  means  the  five  books  of  the  law;  the  “prophets”  embraces  the  books  of  Joshua,  Judges, 
Samuel,  Kings  and  all  the  other  prophets,  Daniel  excepted.  The  “Psalms,”  called  also  the 
Hagiographa,  includes  the  rest  of  the  Old  Testament  books.  “The  promise  of  the  Father” 
is  the  HAy  Spirit,  who  should  come  upon  them  and  give  them  power  to  perform  their  part  as 
witnesses  for  Christ.  He  blesses  them  ;  the  last  act  of  his  life  was  a  benediction.  How  signifi¬ 
cant  of  the  whole  life  and  work  of  the  Saviour  ! 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  Luke  xxiv.  44-53. 

T.  John  xx.  13-29. 

W.  Acts  iv.  23-30. 

Til.  Acts  ii.  1-12. 

F.  Acts  ii.  22-36. 

Sat.  Acts  i.  6-11. 

S,  Titus  ii.  1-14. 


Explanatory  Questions. 


1.  To  whom  did  the  Saviour  address  these, his 

last  words  ? 

2.  What  had  he  taught  them  while  yet  with 

them  7 

3.  Had  the  declarations  of  the  Old  Testament 

actually  been  fulfilled  in  the  case  of 
Christ?  Show  wherein?  Meaning  of 
“Moses”?  The  prophets?  The  Psalms? 
The  three  combined  ? 

4.  Had  the  disciples  understood  these  refer¬ 

ences  to  himself? 

5.  What  did  the  Saviour  do  that  they  might 

understand  them  ?  Meaning  of  the  “  un¬ 
standing?”  Of  opening  the  same  ? 

6.  What  prayer  in  the  Old  Testament  implies 

the  same  truth  that  is  taught  in  this  act 
of  Christ  ?  What  does  our  Catechism  say 
on  this  same  subject?  See  explanation 
to  the  Third  Article  of  the  Creed.  What 
hint  does  this  give  in  respect  to  the 
proper  reading  and  understanding  of 
God  s  word? 

7.  What  two  things  must  befall  Christ  ?  What 

two  must  be  preached?  Where?  At 
what  place  first  ?  \V  hy  ? 

S.  Meaning  of  repentance?  Remission  of 
sins?  The  proper  relation  of  the  one  to 
the  other? 

9.  Who  are  witnesses  of  these  things?  What 
are  they  to  do  in  regard  to  them  ?  Acts 

i.  3. 


10.  Why  were  they  hot  to  set  out  at  once  on 

this  mission  ?  The  meaning  of  “  the 
promise  of  the  Father?”  Of  the  “power 
from  on  high?”  Do  all  who  would  testify 
for  Christ  need  this  power?  How  may  it 
be  secured  ? 

11.  To  what  place  did  Jesus  then  lead  them  ? 

Where  is  it?  What  important  event 
occurred  there?  What  was  the  last  thing 
the  Saviour  did  before  he  was  parted 
from  them  ? 

12.  What  did  the  disciples  then  do?  What  led 

them  to  worship  at  this  time  ?  Meaning 
of  worship  ? 

13.  With  what  feelings  did  they  return  to  Jeru¬ 

salem?  How  is  their  joy  to  be  reconciled 
with  their  separation  from  Christ? 

14.  Where  were  they  continually  after  this? 

What  was  there  in  their  condition  that 
naturally  led  them  to  thb  temple?  What 
state  of  mind  makes  men  indisposed  to 
go  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  ? 

15.  How  were  they  engaged  in  the  temple?  Xs 

■there  anything  in  the  temple  that  suggests 
praise  to  God?  How  must  the  house  of 
God  be  regarded  and  treated,  that  it  may 
not  cease  to  have  this  effect? 

16.  What  church  festival  commemorates  the 

return  of  Christ  to  heaven  ?  How  soon 
after  the  resurrection  does  it  occur? 
Shall  we  ever  ascend  to  where  Christ  has 
gone? 


HYMN 


Jesus,  our  triumphant  Head, 
Risen  victorious  from  the  dead. 
To  the  realms  of  glory’s  gone. 
To  ascend  His  rightful  throne. 


73. 

Sinners  !  join  the  heavenly  powers, 
For  redemption  all  is  ours. 

Humble  penitents  shall  prove 
Blood-bought  pardon,  dying  love. 


Cherubs  on  the  Conq’ror  gaze, 

-  Seraphs  glow  -with  brighter  blaze  ; 
r  Each  bright  order  of  the  sky 
Hails  Him  as  He  passes  by. 


Hail,  Thou  dear,  Thou  worthy  Lord! 
Holy  Lamb  !  incarnate  Word  ! 

Hail,  Thou  sutFring  Son  of  God  1 
Take  the  trophies  of  Thy  blood. 
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Lesson  LIT. 


International  Bible  Lessons. 


John  i.  14-18. 


THE  INCARNATION. 


34.  Ami  t?je  Word  was  iretade  flesh,  and 
dwell  among'  us,  (and  we  beheld  Isis 
glory,  !  he  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father.)  fssll  of  grace  ami  truth. 

15.  Y  John,  bare  witness  of  him,  and  cried, 
saying,  This  was  he  of  whom  I  spake,  He  that 
cometh  after  me  is  preferred  before  me ;  for  he 
was  before  me. 


16.  And  of  his  fullness  have  all  we  received, 
and  grace  for  grace. 

17.  Tor  the  law  was  given  by  Moses,  but  grace 
and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ. 

18.  No  man  Insfh  seen  God  at  any 
time;  the  only  begotten  Son,  which  is 
in  tite  bosons  of  the  Father,  he  hath  de> 
claret!  him. 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses  14  and  IS.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT— God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh. 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — But  made  himself  of  no  reputation  and  took 
upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness 
of  men. — Philippians  ii.  7. 


BRIEF  NOTES.— Tlesh  here 
means  not  merely  the  body, 
but  human  nature.  The 
“  Word”  that  existed  already 
from  all  eternity,  became  man, 
or,  as  expressed  in  the  Golden 
Text,  was  made  in  the  likeness 
of  men.  “  The  glory  as  of  the 
only-begotten”  means  a  splendor  such  as  no  mere  man  could  possess.  “  Grace”  is  the  feeling  of 
love  toward  one  that  is  undeserving,  exercised  in  bestowing  benefits,  particularly  those  of  the 
Gospel.  “  Grace  upon  grace”  is  abounding  grace.  “  Truth”  denotes  a  knowledge  of  things  as 
they  are  in  reality — especially  in  regard  to  God’s  character  and  will.  “  Which  is  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Father”  denotes  one  that  is  an  intimate  bosom  friend  and  that  has,  inconsequence,  every 
opportunity  for  becoming  intimately  acquainted  with  him  whose  friendship  he  enjoys. 


Explanatory  Questions. 


DIVINITY. 

1.  What  important  declaration  is  made  in 
verse  14  ?  W  ho  is  understood  by  the 
“Word?”  Is  it  implied  in  this  declara¬ 
tion  that  Christ  already  existed  before  he 
was  made  flesh  ? 

1.  What  support  is  given  to  this  inference  by 
the  testimony  of  John  the  Baptist  ?  verse 
15.  Does  this  statement  show  how  long 
Christ  exir-ted  betore  John  himself  was 
horn  ?  W  as  Christ  born  before  or  after 
J  ohn  ? 

3.  What  proof  have  we  that  Christ  existed 

even  before  the  time  of  David  ?  Of  a  bra- 
ham?  See  Matt.  xxii.  41-45  and  John  viii. 
58. 

4.  Did  Christ  exist  at  the  time  the  world  was 

created  ?  John  i.  3  and  John  xvii.  5. 

5.  How  much  earlier  even  than  the  time  of 

the  creation  did  Christ  exist?  John  i.  1. 
Who  therefore,  must  Christ  be?  Last 
clause  of  John  i.  1. 

HUMANITY. 

6.  What  did  this  “Word  ”  that  existed  in  the 

beginning,  become, according  to  verse  11? 
The  rm  aning  of  “flesh”  here?  Of  the 
whole  clause?  What  other  passages  con¬ 
firm  this  statement?  See  Golden  Text,  1 
Tim.  iii.  16,  and  1  John  iv.  2,  3. 

7.  Whe.  e  did  the  “  Word  ”  dwell  after  he  had 

been  made  flesh?  What  glory  was  per¬ 
ceived  in  him  ?  What  kind  of  glory  was 
this?  At  what  time  especially  did  John 
behold  the  glory  of  Christ?  Matt.  xvii. 
2-9. 


8.  How  is  Christ  described  at  tlie  end  of  verse 

If?  Meaning  of  grace?  Of  truth?  Of 
“full  of  grace,”  etc.?  How  is  this  state¬ 
ment  confirmed  in  Col.  i.  19,  and'ii.  9. 

9.  Who  were  benefited  by  this  fullness?  In 

what  measure  had  they  received  thereof? 
Meaning  of  “grace  for  grace”  ?  Is  Christ 
still  the  same?  May  we  receive  of  Iris 
fullness? 

10.  By  what  contrast  is  the  abundance  of 

grace  and  truth  in  Christ  made  still  more 
prominent?  Verse  17.  Explain  how. 

REVELATION  OF  THE  FATHER. 

11.  Whom  did  Christ  declare  unto  us  ?  Mean¬ 

ing  of  this. 

12.  Wbat  peculiar  relation  did  he  sustain  to 

the  Father,  that  qualified  him  to  de¬ 
clare  God  unto  the  world?  What  special 
opportunity  did  ho  enjoy  in  addition  to 
his  fitness?  The  meaning  of  the  phrase 
“  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father.” 

13.  Does  any  other  than  Christ  know  the  Father 

from  having  seen  him  ?  Could  any  other 
than  Christ  give  us  a  true  knowledge  of 
God?  See  verse  18,  and  John  iii.  11-13. 

14.  If  then  we  would  know  the  Father,  whom 

else  must  we  learn  to  know?  Johnxiv. 
7-9.  What  is  Christ  called  in  Heb.  i.  3, 
and  Col.  1  15. 

15.  Why  must  the  Father  be  revealed  to  men  ? 

See  John  xvii.  3. 

16.  Such  being  the  object  of  Christ’s  becoming 

man,  with  what  feelings  should  werega:  u 
his  coming  into  the  world?  Do  you  re¬ 
joice  to-day  because  the  Lord  has  come  ? 


HYMN.  C.  M. 


Joy  to  the  world  1  the  Lord  has  come 
Let  earth  receive  her  King  : 

Let  ev’ry  heart  prepare  Him  room, 

And  heaven  and  nature  smg. 

Joy  to  the  earth !  the  Saviour  reigns  ! 

Let  men  their  songs  employ  ; 

While  fields  and  floods,  rocks,  lulls,  and  plains, 
Repeat  the  sounding  joy. 


No  more  let  sins  and  sorrows  grow, 

Nor  thorns  infest  the  ground  ; 

He  comes  to  make  His  blessings  flow 
Far  as  tlie  curse  is  found. 

He  rules  the  world  with  truth  and  grace, 
And  makes  ihe  nations  prove 
The  glories  of  His  righteousness, 

And  wonders  of  His  love. 
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©BEY’S 


LADY’S 


REDUCED  A 

From  S3  TO  YEAR. 

Send  your  address  to  Godey’s  Lady’s 
Book.  Philadelphia,  for  full  particulars 


iAnd  LESSON  WHISPER  SONGS  for ’79 


RICHEST  COLLECTION  of  Songs  for  Infant  Classes. 
Selections  from  over  500  New  Pieces.  Word  Edi¬ 
son,  in  Large  Type,  for  Scholars.  Sample  Copy 
Music  Edition  Mailed  on  receipt  of  25  cents. 

DAVID  C.  COOK,  Publisher,  Chicago. 


BARNEY  &  BEERY'S 

ICE  KINC 


Send  for  Price  List  containing  description  of  all  the  different 
kinds  of  Skates  made  by  this  celebrated  firm,  Including  N.  Y. 

Club,  Rink  and  All  Clamp,  and  Chbap  Strap  Skates; 
also,  full  directions  for  constructing  a  Skating  Rink. 

Above  Goods  sold  by  all  leading  Hardware  and  Skate  Dealer* 
generally.  Also,  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  price. 

EDUCATE 

YOUR  BOY  SI 
Givethem  a  Printing  Press, 

ALL  PRICES— FROM  $1.  to  $100. 

BUSINESS  MEN 

Do  yonr  own  Printing.  “Economy 
le  Wealth.”  „The  best  and  cheapest 
Presses  are  made  by  J.  F.  W.  DormaD, 
19  German  St.  Baltimore,  Md. 

Price  List  Sent  Free. 

ASE  YOUR  cmOCSSK.  FOR 

JAMES  D.  MASON  &  CO.’S  Superior  Biscuits, 


Crackers  and  Fine  Cakes.  Our  cornliill,  au¬ 
tumn  leaves  and  assorted  cakes  are  specially 
adapted  forChristmas  Holidays.  All  goods  guar¬ 
anteed.  Send  for  our  handsomely  illustrated 
catalogue,  to  119  W.  Pratt  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


FOR  SUNDAY-SCHCKM 
SUPERINTENBENTSand 
SECRETARIES,  32pages 
A  valuable  and  much 
needed  help.  Every  Su¬ 
perintendent  and  Secre¬ 
tary  should  have  it.  Sent 
by  mail,  postpaid.  In 
cloth  50  cts.  paper  25 
cts.  Address  DAVID  C. 
COOK,  46  Madison  St., 
Chicago. 


S.  S.  I  lllIt  VKV  RECORD,  Simple  Blank 
Form,  Ample  Spaces,  $1.50  post-paid  Sample 
page,  etc.,  sent  on  request.  E.  St.  John,  5 
Beekman  St.,  N.  Y. 


DAY’S  TBAMI1  CABINET  OMAN 

Raises  or  lowers  its  pitch  to  suit  the  voice. 

Best  organ  in  the  world  for  Vocalists,  Day 
schools,  Sunday-schools  and  the  smaller 
churches.  Address  Day  Brothers  &  Co.,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md 


BRATTLEBORO,  VT. 


$3T  Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Musicians  throughout  Europe  and  America 
are  unanimous  in  their  praises  of  the  Estey 


Organ.  Among  the  latest  is  the  following, 
from  the  world-renowned  violinist  Wilhelmj 
“  I  herewith  testify  with  great  pleasure  that 
the  Estey  Organs  are  flue  (beautiful)  beyond 
comparison  ;  I  rate  them  above  similar  instru 
ments  of  any  other  manufacturers.  The  tone 
is  full,  round  and  noble  ;  the  touch  exceedingly 
light  and  easy,  and  the  whole  construction  of 
blameless  solidity.’’  AUGUST  WILHELMJ. 

TEACHERS’ 

ILLUSTRATED  BIBLE. 


With  about  1,000  Original  Illustrations,  exe¬ 
cuted  especially  for  this  edition.  Printed  in 
clear  type,  with  References,  etc.  Crown,  4to, 
cloth,  1248  pp  ,  $5 ;  French  morocco,  4  Colored 
Maps,  gilt  edges,  $8 ;  Turkey  morocco,  4  Col¬ 
ored  Mans,  gilt  edges,  $10;  Levant  morocco,  4 
Colored  Maps,  red  under  gold,  $12. 

This  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  probably 
the  cheapest  edition  of  the  Scriptures  yet  pro¬ 
duced.  It  comprises  nearly  a  thousand  pic¬ 
tures,  which  possess  the  great  merit  of  being 
confined  to  REAL  OBJECTS,  and  which  illus¬ 
trate  in  the  strictest  sense,  by  representing 
from ’authentic  pictures,  antiquities,  and  other 
objects,  the  places  and  things  referred  to. 


SPECIMEN  PAGES  FREE. 


This  grand  work  is  now  complete. 

ILLUSTRATED  EDITION. 

LIFE  OF  CHRIST. 

Iy  Ret.  F.  W.  Farrar,  [)  II.,  F.  R.  S. 

Canon  of  W estminster  and  Chaplain  in  Ordi¬ 
nary  to  the  Queen. 

In  Thirty-two  Parts  at  25  cents  each.  Cloth 
extra,  810.00;  half  morocco,  extra,  $11.50,  full 
morocco,  $14.00. 

Splendidly  illustrated  with  thirty-three  steel 
plates  and  huudreds  of  wood-cuts.  Specimen 
pages  sent  free,  or  sample  part  for  25  cents. 

CASSELL,  PETTER  &  GALPIN, 

596  Broadway, New  York. 


XMAS  “WONDER  BOX” 

Contains  12  Sheets  Paper,12  Envelopes,  3  Sheets  Col’r’d  Paper, 

1  Lead  Pencil,  3  Pens,  1  Text,  12  Comic  Cards,  40  Silhouettes, 
36  Mottoes,  85  Patterns  for  Fancy  Work,  112  Decalcomanie, 
132  Embossed  Pictures,  50  Fancy  Ornaments,  1  Penholder, 

2  Book  Marks,  5  Black  Tablets,  5  Picture  Cards,  30  Scrap- 
Book  Pictures,  1  Xmas  Banner,  1  Game  Age  Cards, 2  Xmas 
Cards,  1  Toy  Parasol.  Price  42  cts. ;  by  mail,  53  cts.  Retail 
value,  $1.45.  Postage  Stamps  taken. 

J.  JAY  GOULD,  10  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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•  AND  ORGANS  prices!  Great 

Reduction  to  close  out  present  stock  of 
200  New  and  Second-hand  Instruments 
of  first-class  makers  fully  warranted, 
and  at  prices  that  DEFf  CO.tlPEXI- 
TIO  '-.forcash  or  Installments.  AGEN  I  S 
WASTE  O  for  WATERS’  SUPERIOR 
BEL1,  ORGANS  and  PIANOS-  1 1 1  O' 
trated  Catalogues  Mailed  HORACE 
WATERS  -V  SON S,  Manufacturers  and 
Dealers,  40  East  llth-st.,  N.  T.  Also 
General  Agrfs.  for  SHONINGERS’  Cele¬ 
brated  ORGANS. 


•m  ntZ.  Scrap  pictures  or  125  transfer  pictures 
XaP  for  10c.  300  scrap  and  transfer  pic¬ 

tures  for  25c.  700  scrap  and  transfer  pictures 
for  50  cents,  50  floral-mottoes  for  10c  10 

cbromos,  assorted  sizes,  for  10c.,30for  25c.,  70  for 
50c.,  sent  post  paid,  stamps  taken.  Artists’  and 
wax-flower  materials  in  great  variety,  send  3c. 
stamp  for  catalogue.  KELLINGER  &  MUR¬ 
PHY,  Baltimore,  Md. 


A  Wall  Map  of  Ancient  Jerusalem  is 

just  out,  designed  especially  to  illustrate  the 
:  S.  S.  Lessons  from  Nov.  24,  1878,  to  March,  1879. 
!l  Compiled  from  the  recent  surveys  of  the  Offi- 
!  cersofthe  English  Palestine  Exploration  Fund 
and  others.  Showing  the  arrangement  of  the 
1|  Courts  and  other  parts  of  the  Temple  as  well  as 
I:  the  various  objects  about  the  city,  size  30x46 
i  inches.  Printed  on  Cloth.  Handsomely  col- 
i  ored.  Price  by  mail  only  $1,50.  Mounted  on 
rollers,  $  .00.  Published  by  E.  F.  HOBART  & 
|  Co.,  615  Chestnut  street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Sam¬ 
ples  of  Hobart's  Chromo  Helps  to  S.  S.  Man- 
j  agement  sent  free. 

1  - - - - — _ — 

|M  AND  Persons  out  of  employment  who  wish 
aUU-  UUU  to  make  a  good  honest  living  will  ad- 
l  dress  REV.  S.  T.  BUCK,  Milton,  Pa. 


NEW  AND  BEAUTIFUL 

REWARD  CARDS  for  SUNDAY  AND  DAY 
j  SCHOOLS.  Prices  to  suit  the  times.  Over  500 
I  kinds  and  designs,  comprising  MottoCards.  Re- 
1  ward  Cards,  Scripture  Text  Cards,  Sentiment 
1  Cards,  Bible  Verse  Cards,  Good  Device  Cards, 
fl  and  Hytnnal  Cards  Teachers’ price  list  EDU- 
i  CATlONAL  CARDS  SENT  FREE  to  any  ad- 
i  dress.  J.  H.  BUFEORD’S  SONS.  Publishers 
V  of  Novelties  in  Fine  Arts,  141  to  147  Franklin 
J  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


J.  &  R.  LAMB, 

CHURCH  FURNITURE, 

59  Carmine  St.,  New  York. 

Pulpits,  Communion  Tables,  etc., 
etc.,  exclusively  for  Churches. 

Sunday-school  Banners  of  Silk,  in 
colors  ana  gold,  $5.00  each. 

Text  and  mottoes  in  Velvet 
Paper,  5c.  and  10c.  per  Letter. 

illustrated  Catalogue,  Banners  and  Decora¬ 

tions  10c.;  Furniture  10c.  each. 


TEACHERS’  BIBLES, 


All  sizes,  various  styles  of  binding,  and  at 
lowest  prices.  Send  for  price  list,  showing  size 
of  type,  &c. 

Lntberan  Publication  House, 

No.  42  North  9th  St.,  Philadelphia. 


25cts.  LADIES’  PACKAGE  25cts, 

i  CONTAINS  12  sheets  good  note  paper  ;  12  En- 
I  velopes :  1  NicklePen  Holder;  1  YosemitePen ; 
I  1  Case  of  1  doz.  Needles  ;  1  Silver  Plated  Tbim- 
I  hie;  1  Box  Silver  Plated  Hooks  and  Eyes,  (2 
I  doz.);  1  Chemisette  Button;  1-2  doz.  Hair 
I  Crimpers.  This  packageby  mail  post-paid  for 
|  25  cts.  Lady  Agents  wanted.  Address, 

W.  K.  LAMPHEAR,  Baltimore, 


Tie  Lntaan  Seaflaj-Sctal  Herald 

The  Sunday-School  Scholar’s  Favorite. 

Issued  Monthly  by 
THE  LUTHERAN  BOARD  OF  PUBLICATION, 

No.  42  North  Ninth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

TERMS. 

Single  copy,  per  year,  in  advance,  25  ets. 

5  copies  to  one  address,  “  $1 .00 

100  «  •’  “  15.00 

10  or  more  copies  at  the  same  rate. 

No  subscription  will  he  received  for  less  than 
six  months. 

Send  your  address  for  specimen  copy. 

POSTAGE. 

The  postage  will  be  prepaid  at  our  expense. 

Letters  relating  to  the  editorship  of  the 
paper,  address  directly  to  Rev.  M  S  1EE- 
LEIGH,  Whitemarsh,  Montgomery  county.  Pa. 

Send  orders  and  payments  to  H.  S.  BONER, 
Supt.  Lutheran  Publication  House,  No.  42  North 
Ninth  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

•@5FPlease  remit  in  bank-cnecks  or  post-office 
money-orders. 


COX  &  SONS. 

Loudon. 

13  Bible  House,  Astor  Place.  Newr  York. 

Manufacturers  of  Church  and  Domestic  Art 
Furniture,  Metal  Work  and  Stained  Glass, 
Christmas  Decorations  for  Churches, 
Schools  and  Dwellings.  List  of 
Catalogues  on  application. 


Cheapest  Toy  Lantern  to  Best  Stereopticon 


Catalogue  Free!  Outfits  Wanted! 

Great  Needham  J  THEO.  J.  HAEBACH, 
Musical  Marvel.  1  809  Filbert  St.,  Philada.,  Pa. 


COMPLETE 

ROTARY  Sc  LEVER  ffnneiemfl 

Seud2  stamps  lor  cat.  of  fullP  R,  K  S  SE  □ 
line  of  Presses.  Type,  etc.  * 

DAVID  W.  WATSON.Man’f. 

ZZn  WashingtonSt., Boston, Mass 


AGERSTOWN  SEMINARY 

FOR  YOUNG!  LADIES 


REV.  C.  L.  KEEDY,  A.  M.,  PRINCIPAL. 

Assisted  by  a  full  corps  of  experienced  teach¬ 
ers.  The  cheapness,  accessibility,  comforts 
and  thoroughness  of  this  institution  render  it 
worthy  of  patronage.  For  particulars  address 
Principal,  Hagerstown,  Md. 


ig  P.  &  A.  MAS01TS, 

R.‘.  A.-.  K.\  A  K  T.  I 


-  Seperate  Rituals  in  CYPHER  to  make  RUSTY  Ma-g 
I  ons  15RIGHT.  For  Catalogue  and  useful  information^ 
lor  Master  Masons,  address,  with  stain  a  MASONIC  S 
1  .jQOIa.  AGE2*  C\  ,  Cor,  Broadway  and  Yvarrea  St.,  N,  Y.«° 


Tells  without  the  writ¬ 
ing  of  any  figures  when  a 
book  was  taken  out,  what 
number  it  was,  and  who 
took  it  out.  Enthusias¬ 
tically  endorsed  by  Libra¬ 
rians  who  are  using  it. 
Price,  only  $1^0.  Send 
for  Descriptive  Circular 
and  Testimonials. 

EBEN.  SHUTE, 

62  Bromfield  St.,  Boston, 
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THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER, 


ON  TRIAL. 

To  all  NEW  subscribers  we  will  send  THE  NATIONAL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
TEACHER  3  months,  on  trial,  for  20  cents.  Regular  yearly  subscription,  $1.50; 
clubs  of  5  or  more,  $1.25  each. 

THE  NEW  QUARTERLY, 

For  Sunday  Schools,  called  THE  NATIONAL  SCHOLAR’S  QUARTERLY,  is  ready.  Send 
3  cents  for  sample.  Single  copy,  12  cents  per  year  ;  100  copies,  per  quarter,  $3.00. 

THE  SCHOLAR’S  WEEKLY 

Is  one  of  the  most  helpful  Lesson  Leaves  published.  Single  copy,  9  cents  per  year ; 
100  copies  for  one  month,  75  cents.  Specimen  free. 

THE  LITTLE  FOLKS, 

An  Illustrated  Child’s  Paper,  continues  to  have  hosts  of  friends.  Single  copy,  30  cents 
per  year ;  clubs  of  10  or  more,  25  cents  per  year.  Specimen  free. 

ADAMS,  BLACKMER,  &  LYON  PUBLISHING  GO.,  CHICAGO,  ILL 


Copyrighted  by  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.,  1878. 

m  ELEGANT  G0FT ![ 

The  Old  Reliable  ROYAL  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  of  2588 

and  2tiU  R  roadway,  New  York  City,  have  determined  to  introduce  poods! 
of  their  maim  fact  tire  in  every  City  and  Hamlet  in  the  United! 
States  and  Canada*.  To  do  this,  we  have  concluded  to  present  to  each! 
lady  reader  ol  Augsburg  Teacher. 

AN  ELEGANT  THIMBLE! 

And  Needle  Threader  Attached. 


Oar  regular  retail  price  for  this  Thimble  is  $5.00,  and  you  will  find  by  enquiry  la 
any  Jeweller  wil  charge  you  more  for  the  same  goods.  With  each  Thimble  we  I 
send  our  PATENTER  NEEDLE  THREADER,  the  most  useful! 
article  ever  invented,  and  no  ladies’  work  basket  i*  complete! 
Without  it.  If  you  see  it  you  will  never  De  without  one.  We  prepay  ml  charges! 
aud  securely  pack  the  Thimble  .and  Threader  in  an  elegant  morocco  covered 
velvet  lined  Thimble  box. 

This  Offer  will  not  appear  again  in 
this  Nlagazine. 

CUT  OUT  THE  ATTACHED  CERTIFICATE, 

It  costs  you  NOTHING  andwill  procure  you 
si  a  TH1.URJLE  auy  lady  may  be  proud  of. 


E^“Not  good  after  December  31st.  1  S7S.__.gr 


TUTC  rUPTHTTrATr  will  not  be  received  by  ns  in  payment  for  onr 

LLIl  1  if  iwnl  i-  $5.00  Thimble  after  December  81, 
1878.  On  receipt  of  this  Certificate,  together  with  seventy-live  cents  i» 
Currency,  irilrcr  or  Tostage  Stamps  to  pay  for  shipping  charges  at  .1  engrav- 
ng  name,  we  agree  to  Forward  a  1  charges  prepaid,  one  ol  our  l££>,0©  '1  bimb¬ 
os  mi  i  Needle  Threader  combined,  with  your  name  ELEGANTLY 
ENGRAVED  on  the  'I  nimble  :  the  Thimh’e  and  J  hrendcr  to  be  sr«  urely  parked 
in  our  Morocco  covered.  Velvet  lined  1  blmble  Rnx,  as  shown  in  cut 
shove.  Ju  ordering,  give  >.  umber  of  rX  himble  desired  as  eliown  on  num¬ 
bered  circles  below,  and  send  mis  Certificate  to  the 

ROYAli  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  25S  Broadway,  New  York. 


rl 


© 

* 


Wo  will  send  out  a  limited  number  of  Thimbles,  ns  above  agreed,  and  to  avail 
Ivourself  of  our  offer,  nil  orders  must  UC  accompanied  by  the  above  Certificate 
lih  t  we  may  know  vou  are  entitled  to  it.  e  L  ive  taken  this  liberal  manner  of 
Introducing  an  article  of  our  manufacture,  wc-11  knowing,  by  your  dealing  direct 
with  us,  W©  will  secure  your  future  orders  for  other  goods.  We  guarantee  satisfac¬ 
tion  in  our  dealing  with  e;uh  an  l  every  person,  and  trust  our  efforts  to  please  will 
|b©  nopreciated.  Remember,  the  above  Certificate  will  be  received  for  on© 
Thimble  only.  Where  persons  club  together  and  order  Six  Cold  Thimbles  at 
lone  time,  we  shall  make  a  special  discount  from  our  retail  price,  of  33  1-3  Per  cent.; 
Ithus  furnishing  s:x  Cold  Thimbles,  with  foil  name  engraved,  and  each  packed  in  an 
lele'-antiy  lined  thimble  box  as  shown  in  cut  above,  for  $20-00.  <  atalogues  of  onr 
roods  are  sent  with  all  onr  shipments.  We  quote  the  following  from  our  New 
I  York  papers,  and  refer  vou  to  any  responsible  house  in  New  York. 

*  “The  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.,  2  8  and  f'O  Broadway,  is  one  of  t  '<?  most  re¬ 


liable,  enterprising  and  responsible  houses  of  this  city.”— Editorial  American  Farmer.  N.  Y.,  April,  1*78. 

The  Roval  Manufacturing  Co.  of  this  city  hove  sustained  a  well  earned  reputation  for  reliability  by  sending  ont  ponds 
guaranteed  to  be  exactly  as  represented,  and  bv  this  means  purchasers  pet  only  the  best  poods  at  more  reasonable  figures  than 
Far"©  dealers  par  bv  wholesale.”— Editorial  Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Newspaper,  April  13,  1878. 

A  representative  of  our  paper  was  shown  through  the  establishment  of  the  Royal  Manufacturing  Co. .  and  ?60  Brond- 
wav,  and  wae  surprised  at  the  handsome  character  of  the  goods  sent  at  such  extraordinary  low  prices.” — The  Independent, 
N.Y.,  June  20,  IbTS. 

p-y  Write  your  name  PLAINLY  that  we  may  make  no  errors  in  engraving. 

IT  When  you  order,  give  «»  fnll  instructions  bow  you  wish  your  name  engraved.  We  engrave  name  In  fall.  Initial* 
or  Christian  rinine  n*  desired.  A»ldre«< 

ROYAL  RqAMUFACTCJRSOTC  CO.,  258  Broadway,  Mew  York 
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PRICES  LOWER 

THAN  BEFORE  THE  WAR. 

The  Best  8afes  Made 
in  the  World. 

FJLBREXT&  008J 

631  Chestnut  Street.  Philadelphia, 

Only  manufacturers  in  this  state  of 

HERRING’S  PATENT  CHAMP  0*  SAFES. 

More  than  40,000  have  been  sold,  and  thou¬ 
sands  have  been  tested  in  all  the  large  tires  in 
this,  and  many  in  foreign  countries. 

fSTSecond-hand  Safes  which  have  been  taken 
in  exchange  for  sale  at  low  prices. 


TEE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SONS  BOOK  FOE  1879. 

186  choice  new  pieces  of  music,  covering  all  the  Sunday-school  lessons  for  1879.  Contains  also  a 
comprehensive  index  of  OLD  S.  S.  TUNES  suited  to  iis  NEW  WORDS,  sO  that  the  Lesson  Hymns  can  be  sung 
to  FAMILIAR  TUNES,  where  circumstances  will  not  admit  of  learning  the  new.  Woids  for  music  selected 
from  over  800  different  poems  written  expressly  for  it.  Music  from  over  500  pieces. 

Selections  the  work  of  two  Bureaus— the  Bureaus  of  S.  S.  Music  and  of  S.  S.  Poetry,  consisting  of  the 
following  we.i  known  writers;  T.  Martin  Towne,  W.  A.  Ogden,  J.  M.  Stillman,  W.  S.  B.  Mathews,  Warren  C. 
Coffin.  Rev.  J.  B.  Atchinson,  W.  Irving  Hartshorn,  Rev.  J.  M.  Worrall,  D.D.,  Rev.  S.  F.  Scovil. 

The  Songs  submitted  to  an  actual  SCHOOL  TEST  before  j  udges,  and  marked  by  the  scholars  as  well 
as  the  judges.  The  book  will  be  the  work  of  over  115  different  writers,  embracing  nearly  all  the  best 
talent  in  that  line — among  them  T.  C.  O'Kane,  W.  F.  Sherwin,  W.  A.  Ogden,  W.  0.  Perkins,  J.  W.  Bischoff,  J. 
H.  Tenney,  Dr.  J.  B.  Herbert,  Chas.  H.  Gabriel,  C.  C.  Converse,  0.  F.  Presbrey,  W.  S.  Marshall,  A.  J.  Abby, 
D.  Hayden  Lloyd,  C.  E.  Pollock,  J.  C.  Macy,  Rev.  I.  Balzell,  E.  B.  Smith,  Rev.  L.  F.  Cole,  J.  E.  Hall,  Rev.  H. 
Taylor,  Wm.  Slaughenkaup,  J.  H.  Rosecrans,  Rev.  J.  B.  Atchinson,  Rev.  E.  A.  Hoffman,  0.  D.  Sherman,  Eliza 
Sherman,  Rev.  I.  M.  Ely,  Joel  Swartz,  D.D.,  Mary  E.  Kail,  and  a  host  ot  others. 

i  Word  edition,  paper  cover,  $5  per  100 :  word  edition,  cloth  cover,  $10  per  100  ;  popular  music  edition, 
board  cover,  $20  per  100.  Officers’  edition,  words  and  music,  with  manual  on  using  music  in  the  S.  S., 
30  cents  each.  Send  30  cents  for  sample  copy  of  Officers’ edition.  Specimen  page  mailed  free. 

Address  DAVID  C.  COOK,  Publisher,  4G  Madison  St.,  Chicago. 


FAITH 


HOPS 


®^~Free 


Leisure  Hours  is  the  name  of  an 
Illustrated  Magazine  of  Choice  Lit¬ 
erature,  (it  having  been  changed  re 
cently  from  a  16  page  paper  to  a  40  I 
page  quar  ’ 

to)  composed  of  Illustrated  Articles  of  Places, 
Travels,  Biography,  Stories, Poetry, etc.,  by  thej 
bestwriters;con’ainingl20columns,\yith  hand-g 

some  cover;  published  monthly;  Price,  $1.00g 
per  year ;  50  cents  for  six  months ;  25cents  | 
lor  three  months,  10  cents  per  copy.  ThisI 
is  the  cheapest  magazine  published,! 
qual  ty  and  quantity  of  reading  matter^ 
considered ;  it  is  a  favorite  with  all. 


$c 


To  make  known  this  Maga- 
Izine,  the  Publishers,  J.  L. 

I  Patten  &  Co.,  47  Barclay  St., 

■  New  Yo  k,  oner  to  give  every 
lone  who  answers  this  adver¬ 
tisement,  and  sends  twenty-five  cents  (send  silver, 

I  currency  or  one  cent  stamps)  for  a  three  months’  sub¬ 
scription  to  Leisure  Hours,  a  present  of  a 

■  beautif  1  illuminated  Motto  entitled  '"'‘Faith  Hope  4* 
j  Charity size,  6x17  inches,  printed  in  15  Oil  colors. 
jThe  words  are  entwined  with  Calla  Lilies,  Forger-me-nots, 
j  Lillies  of  the  Valley.  Pansies,  Wheat-heads  and  Grasses,  ele- 
Igantly  printed  in  all  (heir  natural  colors.  Any  mere  word 
I  lescriptu  n  of  this  M^tto  gives  only  n  partial  Pica  of  its  real 

■  beauty  and  value.  This  Motto  is  worthy  a  place  in  every 
Jhome,  and  isalone  really  worth  double  tnemoney  asked  for  athreemonths*  subscription.  Agents  wanted  | 

■  in  everyplace.  Pianos,  Organs,  Watches,  etc.,  to  the  amount  of  $63,000  in  prizes  given  free  to  Agents! 
I  besides  large  commissions.  Complete  outfit,  25  cents.  Canada  subscribers  must  send  5  rents  ext.  a  for  | 
■postage-/-' News  dealers  all  sell  Leisure  Hours*  State  wnere  you  saw  this  advertisement 
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THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 


SEND  US  FIFTEEN  GENTS 

with  the  name  and  address  of  a  friend  who  you 
think  should  be  a  subscriber  to  the  Avgsburg 
Teacher ,  and  we  will  mail  it  to  him  or  her,  on 
trial,  for  three  months.  Address,  H  .  .  Boner, 
Supt.,  Lutheran  Publication  House,  42  North 
9th  Street,  Philadelphia. 


HAS  IT  OCCURRED  TO  YOU 

That  your  Sunday-school  is  not  fully  supplied 
with  reading  matter,  unless  you  distribute  the 
Lutheran  Sunday-school  Herald,  published  at 
the  Lutheran  Publication  House,  42  North  9th 
Street,  Philadelphia,  monthly?  For  rates  see 
Herald  advertisement  in  another  column. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE 

GETTYSBURG,  PA. 

The  Oldest  College  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  this  country,  founded  1832. 

The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  is  large.  The 
course  of  instruction  is  liberal  and  thorough. 
The  expenses  are  small.  The  location  is  most 
pleasant  and  healthy,  in  the  midst  of  an  in¬ 
telligent  and  moral  community,  and  accessi¬ 
ble  by  railroad  trains  three  times  a  day. 

THE  PREPARATORY  OEPARTMEMT, 
which  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
Faculty,  furnishes  thorough  instruction  for 
boys  and  young  men  prepaimg  for  business  or 
College  classes.  Students  in  this  department 
are  under  the  special  care  of  the  Superintend¬ 
ent,  who  resides  with  them  in  the  building. 

For  further  information  or  Catalogues  ad¬ 
dress  M.  VALENTINE,  D.  D., 

President  of  College. 

PROF,  P.  M.  BIKLE, 

Principal  of  the  Preparatory  Department. 


Mason  &.  hamlibi 

mint  mum  If 

in  competition  with  Cabinet  or  Parlor  Organs 

from  THIRTY  BEST  MAKERS  OF  THE  WORLD,  at  the 

PAKIS  EXPOSITION,  1878 

THE  MASON  &  HAMLIN  CABINET  ORGANS 
have  received  the  SUPREME  RECOMPENSE 
at  the  disposal  of  the  distinguished  juries,  be¬ 
ing  awarded 

THE  HIGHEST GOLD  MEDM. 

Tims  is  continued  a  record  which  has  been 
UNIFORM  FROM  ITS  BEGINNING,  of  the 
DEMONSTRATED  SUPERIORITY  of  Mason 
&  Hamlin  Organs  at  ALL  THE  GREAT 
WORLD’S  EXHIBITIONS  for  TWELVE 
YEARS  ;  at  every  one  of  which  they  have  been 
awarded  the  highest  recompense.  The  signifi¬ 
cant,  fad  is.  that  white  no  other  American  maker 
has  ever  received  the  highest  award  at  any  such, 
they  have  received  it  at  every  one,  viz  :  at  PARIS, 
1867  :  VIENNA,  1873;  SANTIAGO,  1875;  PHIL¬ 
ADELPHIA,  1876 :  GRAND  SWEDISH  GOLD 
MEDAL,  1878;  THE  HIGHEST  GOLD  MEDAL 
at  PARIS,  1878. 

New  Styles  are  ready,  for  all  uses,  combining 
greatest  excellence  in  every  respect.  Especi¬ 
ally  for  Sunday  Schools,  in  cases  finished  on 
all  sides. 

Prices  are  not  as  low  a9  those  of  the  poorest 
organs  made;  but  the  difference  is  small,  ren¬ 
dering  them  THE  CHEaPET  ORGAN  OF¬ 
FERED.  old  for  cash,  or  installments.  See 
LATEST  CATALOGUES,  with  new  styles, 
prices,  and  much  useful  information  to  the 
purchaser  of  any  organ.  Sent  free. 

MASON  &  HAMLIN  ORGAN  CO., 

lot  Tremont  St.,  25  Union  Sq.,  250  Wabash  Ave. 

BOSTON.  NEW  YORK.  CHICAGO. 


WHY  TNOT 


Order  iLIiXi  Your 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  SUPPLIES 

FROM  THE 

LUTHERAN  PUBLICATION  HOUSE, 

42  Morth  Ninth  St.,  Philadelphia  1 


PLEASE  REMEMBER 

That  we  can  supply  not  only  any  book  published  anywhere  in  the  United  States  at  the 
publishers’  prices,  but  that  we  are  prepared  to  furnish  any  SUNDiLir-SCXXOOlj 
requisite:  s  at  as  low  prices  as  they  can  be  purchased  elsewhere. 

With  these  assurances  from  us,  we  ask  your  patronage,  not  as  an  act  of  charity,  but  as  a 
matter  of  business.  We  only  ask  a  “  Fair  Field  and  no  Favors.”  Give  US  a  trial. 
Information  cheerfully  given,  and  orders  carefully  and  promptly  filled,  by 

H.  S.  BONER,  Supt., 

Lutheran  Publication  House, 

42  North  9th  St.,  Philadelphia. 


THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 
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JLew  Publications ! 


THE  LUTHERAN  BOARD  OF  PUBLICATION, 
No.  42  North  Ninth  Street,  Philadelphia,  has 


By  REV.  A.  D.  ROWE,  Missionary, 


Beautifully  Illustrated.  Among  the  Illustrations  is  a  picture  of  the 
Missionary’s  estimable  and  devoted  wife. 


The  Book  is  a  Companion  to 

TALKS  ABOUT  INDIA, 

By  the  same  Author, 

In  which  the  Sunday-school  children  throughout  the  United  States  have  been  so  much  inter" 
ested,  delighted  and  benefited.  No  Sunday-school  library  is  complete  without  these  two  books. 
Either  of  the  books  will  be  mailed  for  $1.00  ;  or  both  for  $2.00. 


To  meet  the  demands  of  a  large  number  of  our  best  and  live  Sunday-school  workers,  we 
publish 


THE  AUGSBURG  LESSON  BOOK 

(In  Semi-annual  Form,) 

Containing-  the  International  Lessons  for  Six  Months,  Brief  Notes, 
Explanations,  Biblical  Dictionary,  Hymns  with  Music, 
and  other  interesting-  matter. 

PRICE  6  CENTS  PER  COPY,  OR  12  CENTS  A  YEAR. 

5^“  Send  6  cents  in  postage  stamps  for  a  specimen  copy. 

Our  friends  should  remember  that  Prof.  Baugher,  the  Managing  Editor  of  the  Teacher, 
Lesson  Book  and  Lesson  Leaves,  is  the  only  Lutheran  that  has  the  honor  of  being 
on  the  Committee  on  the  International  Lessons  for  the  next  seven  years. 


We  thank  our  friends  for  the  liberal  orders  they  are  sending  in  for 


Over  3000’  copies  were  ordered  before  they  were  issued.  Because  the  Board  of  Publication 
will  derive  all  profits  that  may  accrue  from  its  publication,  it  is  hoped  that  those  of  our 
friends  who  have  not  yet  done  so  will  make  extra  efforts  to  have  a  copy  in  every  Lutheran  fam¬ 
ily.  Please  send  your  orders  promptly. 

Prioo,  IO  otg.  par  Copy,  or  One  Dollar  per  Dozen,  Postage  Prepaid, 


j  Please  tell  your  friends  and  neighbors  that  in  every  instance 
where  the  money  accompanies  the  order  we  offer  to 
those  not  already  on  our  subscription  list  the  following 

( SPECIAL  nWDUCEMENTS ) 

jo  ppcojup  supscjupEps. 

M^gga— BangaiBamgggBgaggggaBgHBagiME— nags  agaggrogsaaB  r»'.?'wi 

MR  55  KITS 

We  will  send  for  the  remainder  of  1378  and  the  whole 
!j  of  1879,  one  copy  of 

The  Augsburg  Sunday-school  Teacher. 


FOR  $7.50 

;!  We  will  send  for  the  remainder  of  1878  and  the  whole 
of  1879,  One  Hundred  copies  of 

The  .Augsburg  Lesson  ILeaf, 

Or  The  Primary  ILesson  T.eaf. 

Tor  $3.75 

We  will  send  for  the  remainder  of  1878  and  the  whole 
of  1879,  Twenty-five  copies  of 

THE  LUTHERAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  HERALD. 


THE  LUTHERAN  BOARD  OF  PUBLICATION, 

HENRY  S.  BONER,  Superintendent, 

No.  42  NORTH  NINTH  ST.,  PHILADELPHIA. 


THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 
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REDUCTION  SAT  PRICKS!!! 


AUGSBURG  TEACHER, 

55  cents  a  year,  postage  prepaid. 


THE  AUGSBURG  LESSON  BOOK. 

(Semi-annual  form.-)  12  cents  a  year,  postage  prepaid. 


AUGSBURG  LESSON  LEAVES, 

Reduced  to  $7.50  per  hundred  a  year,  postage  paid.  New  subscribers  and 

renewals  at  above  rate. 


AUGSBURG  PRIM  ART  LESSOR"  LEAVES, 

Reduced  to  $7.50  per  hundred  a  year,  postage  paid.  New  subscribers 

and  renewals  at  above  rate. 


LUTHERAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  HERALD 

The  Sunday-school  Scholars’  Favorite, 

$  1 5. 00  per  hundred  a  year,  postage  paid;  10  or  more  copies  at  same  rate 
5  copies  for  one  dollar;  1  copy  25  cents. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  CLASS  BOOKS, 

60  cents  a  dozen  by  mail.  Samples  mailed  for  5  cents. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  REWARD  CARDS, 

From  5  cents  to  75  cents  per  pack.  Assortment  unsurpassed  by  any  other  house. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  LIBRARIES  CAREFULLY  SELECTED. 

SATISFACTION  AND  PRICES  GUARANTEED! 

Ad-dress  all  orders  to 

SENRY  3.  30HI1,  Supt., 

J.UXJTERAJ  l  FUPJ.ICA7W  HOUS£, 

No  42  NORTH  9th  ST.,  PHILADELPHIA 


OUE  POETABLE  BLACEBOAEDS 

Are  not  surpassed  by  any  now  in  the  market.  Surfaced  on  both,  sides  with  an  enduring 
Liquid  Slating.  Ihese  Boards  being  very  light,  they  can  be  sent  at  very  small  express  charges. 

EVERY  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  XT33EDS  ONE! 

Stylo  j3l. 

Slated  Cloth  or  Paper,  Mounted  on  Rollers,  with  Hooks  and  Rings  for  hanging  up. 


SIZES. 

CLOTH. 

PAPER. 

No.  1,  2x2  feet . 

. 50 

$1  OO 

‘4  2,  3x3  “  . 

i  35 

“  3,3x4  . 

1  80 

“  4,3x5  “  . 

“  5, 3x6  " . 

.  3  40 

2  25 

. 4  °5 

2  70 

“  6,  3x7  “  . 

3  45 

"  7,  4x5  “  . 

.  4  50 

3  00 

"  8,  4x6  "  . 

.  5  40 

3 60 

“  9,  4x7  “  . 

Music  Lines,  extra . 

4  20 

STYLE  A. 


Any  size  above  No.  2  to  order — cloth  22  cents, 
paper  15  cents,  per  square  foot. 

Our  Flexible  Paper  Boards  have  an  excellent  sur¬ 
face  and  are  very  durable.  They  can  be  rolled  up 
and  carried  easily. 

Style  B. 

Blackboards 

Of  'ffood,  with  Ash 
Frames. 

No.  5 . $12  00 

“  4 .  9  00 

“  3 .  7  25 

“  2 .  4  75 

“  1 .  3  25 

Music  lines, 

extra .  1  50 

Walnut  Frames, 
5  per  ct.  addi¬ 
tional. 

Our  Black¬ 
boards  are  unsur¬ 
passed  in  mate¬ 
rial,  making  and 
finish.  They  are 
covered  on  both 
sides  with  an  en¬ 
during  surface 
made  of  the  best 
Liquid  Slating. 


STYIilB  33. 


Style  C. 

BLACKBOARD  SUPPORT. 

This  Movable  Support  allows  the  Board  to  re¬ 
verse  either  way.  A  shelf  beneath  forms  a  conven¬ 
ient  ledge  for  eraser,  crayon,  etc.  It  is  adapted  to  all 
sizes  of  our  Blackboards. 

ASH.  WALNUT. 

For  B.  B.,  Nos.  1, 2,  3 . 00  $6  00 

“  44  “  4  &  5 .  6  50  7  50 

Style  D. 

Portable  Folding  Easels, 

Easily  adjusted,  strong,  and  convenient  for  packing. 

To  hold  One  B.  B . $2  75 

“  Two  B.  B  . . . * .  5  5® 


STYLE  C.  Address  all  orders  to 

HENRY  S.  BONER,  Supt.. 

LUTHERAN  PUBLICATION  HOUSE, 

No.  42  North.  9th  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT . 


The  Augsburg  Sunday-school 
Teacher  will  be  issued  regularly  every 
month  in  good  time,  at  the  following 
rates : 

12  months,  postage  prepaid,  55  cents. 

9  “  “  45  “ 

6  “  “  30  “ 

It  will  contain  the  Augsburg  Lesson 
Leaves,  Comments  on  the  International 
Series  of  Lessons,  blackboard  illustrations, 
concert  and  other  exercises  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  a  teacher’s  oracle  or  question-box, 
expositions  for  infant  classes,  lesson 
hymns,  and  a  variety  of  original  and  se¬ 
lected  matter,  adapted  to  aid  teachers  in 
every  department  of  Sunday-school  work, 
whether  advanced  or  primary. 

N.  B. — All  contributions  or  communica¬ 
tions  are  to  be  addressed  to  Prof.  H.  L. 
Baugher,  Managing  Editor,  Gettysburg, 
Penna. 

All  subscriptions  and  moneys  to  H.  S. 
Boner,  Superintendent  Lutheran  Board 
of  Publication,  42  North  Ninth  street, 
Philadelphia. 


PUBLISHING  COMMITTEE. 


Rev.  F.  W.  Conrad,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  W.  M.  Baum,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 


PROCEEDINGS 

•  OF  THE  FIRST 

FREE  LUTHERAN  DIET 

IN  AMERICA. 

Tbe  Essays,  Debates  ancl  Proceedings,  edited 
by  Rev.  Prof.  H.  E.  Jacobs,  D.  D.  One  vol. 
octavo,  346  pp.,  in  paper,  postage  paid,  price  $1, 
or  in  handsome  cloth  binding  SI-50. 

The  book  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every 
Lutheran.  For  sale  at  the 

LUTHERAN  PUBLICATION  HOUSE, 

42  North  9th  St.,  Pliila.,  Pa. 

<f*£T  per  day  at  home.  Samples 

TO  woi tli  $3  free. 

Address  Stinson  &  Co.,  Portland,  Maine. 


1  OB  IOI  IO  Tidings,  H.  S.  Perkins 
V.4  S*  U  r%  I  O  U  &  W.  W.  Bentley’s  New 
Sunday  School  Music  Book,  160  pages.  Spark¬ 
ling  as  morning  dew.  Sample  free  lor  30  cts. 

WHITE,  SMITH  &  CO.,  Boston. 


'rjC  a  week  in  your  own  town.  Terms  and 
)OQ  $5  outfit  free.  Address  H,  Hallett  & 
o.,  Portland,  Maine. 


Cat  dinal,  Navy  Blue,  Seal  Brown 

an  d  Bottle  Green  Cards,  with  name 
in  Gold,  20c.  25  Fancy  Cards,  with  name 
plain  or  in  Gold,  10c.  Agents’  outfit,  10c  - 
150  styles.  Try  us, 

HTJLL  A  CO.,  Hudson,  New  York, 


BtEW-ABtD  CARDS, 

Ever  so  many  kinds  and  styles,  at  Reduced 
Prices,  at  the  Lutheran  Publication  House,  42 
North  9th  Street,  Philadelphia. 


ft  rtf  I  Any  worker  can  make  $12  a  day  at 
;  uUllt  home.  Costly  Outfit  free.  Address 
j  Tf.ue  &  Co.,  Augusta,  Maine. 


A  neat  5c.  puzzle  and  your  name  on  40  XLCR 
Cards  in  case.  12cts.  in  stamps.  One  writes 
“I  know  of  fifty  places  to  get  cards,  but  like 
yours  best.”  W.  C.  CANNON,  Boston,  Mass. 


ABBOTT’S  LARGE  TYPE  (Illustrated) 
JE1V  TESTAMENT, 

WITH  NOTES,  is  a  splendid  work  for  agents. 
Nothing  like  it.  All  want  it.  Price,  $2.00, 
Address,  H.  S.  GOODSPEED  &  CO.,  New  York 
or  Cincinnati,  O. 


A  LETTER 

TO  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 
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Dear  Friends  : 

Many  of  you  are  already  on  the  look' 
out  for  the  best  lesson  helps  for  next  year- 
It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  letter  to 
claim  that  a  certain  publication  is  better 
adapted  to  your  use  than  another  ;  but  to 
afford  you  an  opportunity  to  judge  for 
yourselves.  Probably  the  surest  way  to 
get  what  is  best  suited  to  your  wants  is 
for  you  to  make  an  early  trial  of  some  of 
the  more  prominent  publications.  While 
the  regular  price  of  The  Sunday-School 
Times  (a  sixteen  page  weekly  paper)  is 
$2.15  a  year,  it  will  be  sent  to  new  sub¬ 
scribers,  on  trial,  for  three  months,  for 
twenty-five  cents. 

The  Boston  Journal  in  commenting  upon 
The  Sunday-School  Times,  pronounces  it 
“beyond  all  question  the  best  paper  of 
the  kind  published  in  the  country.”  The 
Con gregal ionalist ,  of  Boston  says  :  “  The 
Times  was  never  better  than  it  is  now, 
and  in  breadth,  intelligence,  variety,  and 
general  ability,  it  compares  favorably 
with  the  leading  religious  papers  of  the 
land  while  Tne  Independent ,  of  New 
York,  calls  it,  “The  best  periodical  of  its 
class  in  the  world,  with  a  subscription  list 
which  only  two  or  three  of  our  religious 
periodicals  can  profess  to  equal.” 

It  will  be  weii  for  you  to  enclose  also 
seven  cents  for  a  specimen  copy  of  The 
Scholars’  Quarterly.  This  publication 
has  a  circulation  of  140,000  copies  among 
all  denominations.  Specimens  of  the 
Weekly  Lesson  Leaf  will  be  sent  to  you 
free,  if  you  wish  to  see  them.  Yours  truly, 
JOHN  D.  WATTLES, 

610  Chestnut  St ,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


